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Beginning with a handful of members in 1830, the church that Joseph Smith founded has grown into a
world-wide organization with over 12 million adherents, playing prominent roles in politics, sports,
entertainment, and business. Yet they are an oddity. They are considered wholesome, conservative, and
friendly on one hand, and clannish, weird, and self-righteous on the other.

Mormonism: A Very Short Introduction explains who Mormons are: what they believe and how they live
their lives. Written by Richard Lyman Bushman, an eminent historian and practicing Mormon, this compact,
informative volume ranges from the history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to the
contentious issues of contemporary Mormonism. Bushman argues that Joseph Smith still serves as the
Mormons' Moses. Their everyday religious lives are still rooted in his conceptions of true Christianity. They
seek revelation to solve life's problems just as he did. They believe the authority to seal families together for
eternity was restored through him. They understand their lives as part of a spiritual journey that started in a
"council in heaven" before the world began just as he taught. Bushman's account also describes the tensions
and sorrows of Mormon life. How are Mormons to hold on to their children in a world of declining moral
standards and rampant disbelief? How do rational, educated Mormons stand up to criticisms of their faith?
How do single Mormons fare in a church that emphasizes family life? The book also examines polygamy,
the various Mormon scriptures, and the renegade fundamentalists who tarnish the LDS image when in fact
they're not members.

In a time when Mormons such as Mitt Romney and Harry Reid are playing prominent roles in American
society, this engaging introduction enables readers to judge for themselves how Mormon teachings shape the
character of believers.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Ford:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Mormonism: A Very Short Introduction. Try to make book
Mormonism: A Very Short Introduction as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Ruth Snider:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Mormonism: A Very Short Introduction ended up being
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The reserve Mormonism: A Very Short Introduction is not only giving you much more
new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Mormonism: A Very Short Introduction. You
never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jeannie Brenner:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Mormonism: A Very Short
Introduction is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Ann Ginsberg:

The actual book Mormonism: A Very Short Introduction has a lot associated with on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after scanning this book.
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