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Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1 (A), University of Tubingen (New Philology), course: Introduction to Literary Studies. Drama, 3 entriesin
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Oscar Wilde's "The Importance of Being Earnest” was on
stage for the first time in 1895. Since then, it seemsto have lost nothing of its wit. People still consider it
funny, when Algernon and Jack, both alias Ernest, bend the truth to jazz up their lives, ending up with seri-
ous problems. But what is it actually that made, that still makes Wilde's play funny? What is the connection
between a certain reply from Algernon or Lady Bracknell and the audience or reader trem-bling with
laughter (or at least smiling)? This paper will be concerned with the question whether it is possible to trace
all of Wilde's comical devices, perhaps even all possible forms of humour, back to one basic "recipe of
laughter". People tried to do this, although the matter seemsto be extremely complicated. Who has not yet
experienced the embarrassment, while trying to explain a pun or joke to somebody who did not get it on the
first time: the comical element slips through your fingers like water and soon seems to have never existed,
athough it has caused audible and visible effect, namely laughter, a moment before. We will start from what
the philosopher Henry Bergson found out about mechanisms of the comic effect and seeif histheory
accounts for Wilde's play being comical. Later | want to outline the theory of bisociation, which Arthur
Koestler brought up, and finally analyze the play along the lines of the theoretical apparatus he developed.
Throughout the second chapter | will show that both theories will break down if confronted with certain
forms of the comic element.
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From reader reviews:
Jules Thompson:

This book untitled Mechanisms of the comic effect in Oscar Wilde's " The importance of being earnest”: An
analysis according to Henry Bergson and Arthur Koestler to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily
to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Evelyn Brown:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Mechanisms of the comic
effect in Oscar Wilde's "The importance of being earnest”: An analysis according to Henry Bergson and
Arthur Koestler.

Matthew Ramey:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not fedling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Mechanisms of the comic effect in
Oscar Wilde's "The importance of being earnest”: An analysis according to Henry Bergson and Arthur
Koestler, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out
typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on itsidentified as reading
friends.

Ann Gonzalez;

Y ou can get this Mechanisms of the comic effect in Oscar Wilde's " The importance of being earnest”: An
analysis according to Henry Bergson and Arthur Koestler by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important



to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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