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Most histories of the U.S. Army in World War II view the Mediterranean Theater of Operations primarily as
a deadly training ground for very green forces, where lessons learned on the beaches of Oran, in the hills of
the Kasserine Pass area, and at the collapse of the Tunis bridgehead all contributed to later success in
Western Europe. Steven Barry, however, contends that victory in the MTO would not have materialized
without the leadership of battalion-level commanders. They operated at a high level, despite the lack of
combat experience for themselves and their troops, ineffective leadership at higher levels, and deficiencies in
equipment, organization, and mobilization.

Barry portrays these officers as highly trained, adaptable, and courageous in their first combat experiences in
North Africa and Sicily. Their leadership, he argues, brought discipline, maturity, experience, and the ability
to translate common operational guidance into tactical reality, and thus contributed significantly to battlefield
success in North Africa and Sicily in 1942-1943. To explain how this happened, he examines their prewar
experiences, including professional military education and unit training exercises; personal factors such as
calmness and physical resilience under fire; and the ability to draw upon doctrine, creatively apply the
resources at their disposal, and clearly define and communicate mission goals and means. He also reveals
how battalion leaders incorporated technological innovations into combined arms maneuvers by employing
tank capabilities and close air support doctrine.

As Barry's assessment shows, these battalion commanders were not the sole reason for the Allied triumph in
North Africa and Sicily, but victory would not have been possible without the special brand of military
leadership they exhibited throughout those campaigns. Under their leadership, even inexperienced units were
able to deliver credible combat performance, and without the regular army battalion leaders, U.S. units could
not have functioned tactically early in the war.

One of the few studies to focus on tactical adaptation at the battalion level in conventional warfare, Barry's
book attests to the pivotal value of professional military education-and makes an important contribution to
today's "organizational learning" debate-while providing an in-depth view of adaptation of U.S. infantry and
armored forces in 1942-1943.
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Battalion Commanders at War: U.S. Army
Tactical Leadership in the Mediterranean Theater, 1942-1943 (Modern War Studies) book as this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Emma Latshaw:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Battalion
Commanders at War: U.S. Army Tactical Leadership in the Mediterranean Theater, 1942-1943 (Modern War
Studies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Battalion Commanders at War: U.S. Army Tactical Leadership in the Mediterranean Theater, 1942-
1943 (Modern War Studies)is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Roy Stoudt:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Battalion Commanders at War: U.S.
Army Tactical Leadership in the Mediterranean Theater, 1942-1943 (Modern War Studies) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Battalion Commanders
at War: U.S. Army Tactical Leadership in the Mediterranean Theater, 1942-1943 (Modern War Studies)
become your personal starter.

Barbara Fontenot:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read



education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The Battalion Commanders at War: U.S. Army Tactical Leadership in the Mediterranean Theater,
1942-1943 (Modern War Studies) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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