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The antebellum letters in the Skinner Family Papers – housed in the University of North Carolina’s Southern
Historical Collection in Chapel Hill – were written primarily by Tristrim Lowther Skinner; his sister,
Penelope; his father, Joseph Blount Skinner; and his sweetheart, Eliza Fisk Harwood. These eloquent
documents reflect a complex and densely layered world teeming with life, vibrant in their particularity.
Marked by great depth and continuity, the letters reveal much about the background of a terrible war, the
subtleties of courtship and coming-of-age rituals, and the season-to-season labors of the “lean decade.” Here
is an Old South that challenges contemporary ideas of belles and debutante balls, defies the myth of the
languid planter basking in sun-drenched abundance, and redefines a genteel society within the context of a
devastating economic collapse. Here is an Old South practicing restraint and attempting to live within its
means.

Mary Maillard’s extensively researched monograph is an essential guide for readers of the coming-of-age
letters of Penelope, Tristrim, and Eliza Harwood Skinner, as well as a general introduction to antebellum
southern culture in North Carolina and Virginia. Like other planter correspondence, almost nothing is
mentioned in the Skinner Family Papers about the institution of slavery – although several slave lists survive.
As Maillard explains, the Skinners’ attitudes towards slavery were complex, contradictory, and conflicted,
particularly in that the family had evolved in three generations from antislavery Quakers to slaveholding
planter elites. Connecting 18th century documents in the Skinner papers with those in Swem Library at the
College of William and Mary, Maillard also reconstructs longstanding kinship links between Edenton, North
Carolina, and Williamsburg, spanning nearly a hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important normally. The book A Map of Time and Blood: An
Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 had been making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book A Map of Time and
Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the
Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

John Lee:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the
Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Marvin Smith:

This A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 is brand new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A
Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books build
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Patricia Hooper:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's



soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers
1826-1850 can make you feel more interested to read.
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