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On July 6, 1944, The Big Top suddenly caught fire at a Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey circus
performance in Hartford, Connecticut. The inferno killed 169 people, mostly women and children, and
injured more than 550 others. Faced with hundreds of liability suits, the Greatest Show on Earth was headed
for bankruptcy and liquidation, and tort claimants were likely to receive nothing. This dismal scenario was
averted only when a small group of public-spirited Hartford attorneys fashioned a creative, successful
solution to one of the nations earliest mass torts. This nearly forgotten episode offers some valuable lessons
for us today, when litigation involving asbestos, the Dalkon Shield and other mass torts is yielding a dubious
brand of justice for all. In this book Henry S. Cohn and David Bollier tell the story of this catastrophic circus
fire and its remarkable legal aftermath. They describe how, with little guidance from existing case law and
many quarrels and uncertainties, three enterprising lawyers secured a court-supervised receivership that kept
the circus in business, enabling it to generate profits that could pay off the claims brought against it. A novel
arbitration plan then resolved the claims and avoided the expense, delays and uncertainties of conventional
litigation. The authors argue that this innovative solution - the first modern example of alternative dispute
resolution of a mass tort - could, with adaptations, be successfully applied to other mass torts today. Creative
settlement techniques could improve our court system while dispensing an equivalent or superior form of
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

The feeling that you get from The Great Hartford Circus Fire: Creative Settlement of Mass Disasters could
be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Great Hartford Circus Fire: Creative
Settlement of Mass Disasters giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The
Great Hartford Circus Fire: Creative Settlement of Mass Disasters instantly.

Joyce Morton:

The reason? Because this The Great Hartford Circus Fire: Creative Settlement of Mass Disasters is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Marie Boyd:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Great Hartford Circus Fire: Creative
Settlement of Mass Disasters e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The
Great Hartford Circus Fire: Creative Settlement of Mass Disasters as good book not just by the cover but
also through the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jimmy Stansberry:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Great Hartford Circus Fire:
Creative Settlement of Mass Disasters as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher



as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Great Hartford Circus Fire: Creative Settlement of
Mass Disasters to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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