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Work first. That is the core idea behind the 1996 welfare reform legislation. It sounds appealing, but
according to Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better, it collides with an exceptionally difficult
reality. The degree to which work provides a way out of poverty depends greatly on the ability of low-skilled
people to maintain stable employment and make progress toward an income that provides an adequate
standard of living. This forward-looking volume examines eight areas of the safety net where families are
falling through and describes how current policies and institutions could evolve to enhance the self-
sufficiency of low-income families.

David Neumark analyzes a range of labor market policies and finds overwhelming evidence that the
minimum wage is ineffective in promoting self-sufficiency. Neumark suggests the Earned Income Tax
Credit is a much more promising policy to boost employment among single mothers and family incomes.
Greg Duncan, Lisa Gennetian, and Pamela Morris find no evidence that encouraging parents to work leads to
better parenting, improved psychological health, or more positive role models for children. Instead, the
connection between parental work and child achievement is linked to parents’ improved access to quality
child care. Rebecca Blank and Brian Kovak document an alarming increase in the number of single mothers
who receive neither wages nor public assistance and who are significantly more likely to suffer from medical
problems of their own or of a child. Time caps and work hour requirements embedded in benefits policies
leave some mothers unable to work and ineligible for cash benefits.

Marcia Meyers and Janet Gornick identify another gap: low-income families tend to lose financial support
and health coverage long before they earn enough to access employer-based benefits and tax provisions.
They propose building “institutional bridges” that minimize discontinuities associated with changes in
employment, earnings, or family structure. Steven Raphael addresses a particularly troubling weakness of the
work-based safety net—its inadequate provision for the large number of individuals who are or were
incarcerated in the United States. He offers tractable suggestions for policy changes that could ease their
transition back into non-institutionalized society and the labor market.

Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better shows that the “work first” approach alone isn’t working
and suggests specific ways the social welfare system might be modified to produce greater gains for
vulnerable families.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

This Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income
Families book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Making the Work-Based
Safety Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families without we comprehend
teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families
can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better:
Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Richard Davy:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better:
Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Michael Kelly:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then
become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Making the Work-
Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families giving you one
more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?



Rebecca Walton:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Making the Work-Based Safety Net Work Better: Forward-
Looking Policies to Help Low-Income Families why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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