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Donald Raleigh's Soviet Baby Boomers traces the collapse of the Soviet Union and the transformation of
Russia into a modern, highly literate, urban society through the fascinating life stories of the country's first
post-World War II, Cold War generation.

For this book, Raleigh has interviewed sixty 1967 graduates of two "magnet" secondary schools that offered
intensive instruction in English, one in Moscow and one in provincial Saratov. Part of the generation that
began school the year the country launched Sputnik into space, they grew up during the Cold War, but in a
Soviet Union increasingly distanced from the excesses of Stalinism. In this post-Stalin era, the Soviet
leadership dismantled the Gulag, ruled without terror, promoted consumerism, and began to open itself to an
outside world still fearful of Communism. Raleigh is one of the first scholars of post-1945 Soviet history to
draw extensively on oral history, a particularly useful approach in studying a country where the boundaries
between public and private life remained porous and the state sought to peer into every corner of people's
lives. During and after the dissolution of the USSR, Russian citizens began openly talking about their past,
trying to make sense of it, and Raleigh has made the most of this new forthrightness. He has created an
extraordinarily rich composite narrative and embedded it in larger historical narratives of Cold War, de-
Stalinization, "overtaking" America, opening up to the outside world, economic stagnation, dissent,
emigration, the transition to a market economy, the transformation of class, ethnic, and gender relations, and
globalization.

Including rare photographs of daily life in Cold War Russia, Soviet Baby Boomers offers an intimate portrait
of a generation that has remained largely faceless until now.
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From reader reviews:

Selma McDaniel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation
(Oxford Oral History Series). Try to face the book Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold
War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Harris:

The reserve with title Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral
History Series) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind
of book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Malcolm Thurmond:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral
History Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Keith Robertson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update
of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral
History Series) when you required it?
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