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The games comprised gladiatorial fights, staged animal hunts (venationes) and the executions of convicted
criminals and prisoners of war. Besides entertaining the crowd, the games delivered a powerful message of
Roman power: as a reminder of the wars in which Rome had acquired its empire, the distant regions of its
far-flung empire (from where they had obtained wild beasts for the venatio), and the inevitability of Roman
justice for criminals and those foreigners who had dared to challenge the empire's authority. Though we
might see these games as bloodthirsty, cruel and reprehensible condemning any alien culture out of hand for
a sport that offends our sensibilities smacks of cultural chauvinism. Instead one should judge an ancient sport
by the standards of its contemporary cultural context. This book offers a fascinating, and fair historical
appraisal of gladiatorial combat, which will bring the games alive to the reader and help them see them
through the eyes of the ancient Romans.

It will answer questions about gladiatorial combat such as: What were its origins?  Why did it disappear? 
Who were gladiators?  How did they become gladiators?  What was there training like?  How did the
Romans view gladiators?  How were gladiator shows produced and advertised?  What were the different
styles of gladiatorial fighting?  Did gladiator matches have referees?  Did every match end in the death of at
least one gladiator?  Were gladiator games mere entertainment or did they play a larger role in Roman
society?  What was their political significance?
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From reader reviews:

Richard Williams:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Gladiators: Violence and
Spectacle in Ancient Rome book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kathryn Kern:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get prior to. The Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome giving you one more experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Larry Morris:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Robert Maas:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome
as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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