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The Odyssey recounts the adventures of Odysseus on his way home to Ithaca after the Trojan War.

Although originally written in heroic verse, it has been called the first novel because of its exciting use of
narrative and the effective use of flashbacks to heighten the dramatic action. While The Iliad is a collection
of mythical material that grew up about an event that seems actually to have occurred toward the end of the
Mycenean era, The Odyssey is largely a collection of folk tales, many of which are easily recognizable in
the legends of other lands.

We know very little about the author of The Odyssey. Scholars disagree on when Homer lived or when he
might have written his works. No one, however, disputes the fact that The Odyssey arose from oral tradition.
Stock phrases, types of episodes, and repeated phrases -- such as early, rose-fingered dawn -- bear the mark
of epic storytelling. Scholars agree, too, that this tale of the Greek hero Odysseus's journey and adventures as
he returned home from Troy to Ithaca is a work of the greatest historical significance and, indeed, one of the
foundations of Western literature.

Image gallery includes:

Greek text of The Odyssey's opening passage
Charles Gleyre, Odysseus and Nausicaä
Odysseus Overcome by Demodocus' Song, by Francesco Hayez, 1813–15
Odysseus and the Sirens, eponymous vase of the Siren Painter, ca. 480-470 BC
Calypso receiving Telemachus and Mentor in the Grotto by William Hamilton
Hermes Ingenui. Roman copy of the 2nd century BC after a Greek original of the 5th century BC.
Pentheus torn apart by Agave and Ino. Attic red-figure lekanis
Odysseus and Nausicaä, by Charles Gleyre
Nausicaa, Frederic Leighton
Odysseus and Penelope by Francesco Primaticcio
Telemachus departing from Nestor, painting by Henry Howard
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From reader reviews:

Traci Daniels:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Odyssey
(Illustrated) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Odyssey (Illustrated)is the main one of several books which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

James Alvarez:

Typically the book The Odyssey (Illustrated) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

Chester Hassel:

The Odyssey (Illustrated) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Odyssey (Illustrated) yet doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Carmen Vasquez:

You will get this The Odyssey (Illustrated) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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