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Recent studies of the British Army during the First World War have fundamentally overturned historical
understandings of its strategy and tactics, yet the chain of command that linked the upper echelons of GHQ
to the soldiersin the trenches remains poorly understood. In order to reconnect the lines of communication
between the General Staff and the front line, this book examines the British army's commanders at battalion
level, viafour key questions: (i) How and where resources were found from the small officer corps of 1914
to cope with the requirement for commanding officers (COs) in the expanding army; (ii) What was the
quality of the men who rose to command; (iii) Beyond simple overall quality, exactly what qualities were
perceived as making an effective CO; and (iv) To what extent a meritocracy developed in the British army
by the Armistice.Based upon a prosopographical analysis of a database over 4,000 officers who commanded
infantry battalions during the war, the book tackles one of the central historiographical issues pertaining to
the war: the qualities of the senior British officer. In so doing it challenges lingering popular conceptions of
callous incompetence, as well more scholarly criticism that has derided the senior British officer, but has
done so without a data-driven perspective. Through his thorough statistical analysis Dr Peter Hodgkinson
adds a valuable new perspective to the historical debate underway regarding the nature of British officers
during the extraordinary expansion of the Army between 1914 and 1918, and the remarkable, yet often
forgotten, British victories of The Hundred Days.
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From reader reviews:
Theodore Pritchard:

This British Infantry Battalion Commanders in the First World War (Ashgate Studiesin First World War
History) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which
is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of British Infantry Battalion
Commandersin the First World War (Ashgate Studiesin First World War History) without we comprehend
teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry British
Infantry Battalion Commandersin the First World War (Ashgate Studiesin First World War History) can
bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This British Infantry Battalion Commandersin the First World
War (Ashgate Studiesin First World War History) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Sheryl Vaughan:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
oneis suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take British Infantry Battalion Commandersin the First World War (Ashgate
Studiesin First World War History) as the daily resource information.

Helen Hanson:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide British Infantry Battalion Commandersin the First World War (Ashgate
Studiesin First World War History) was filled regarding science. Spend your extratime to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various fee when they reading any book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike
currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Debbie Gray:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and British Infantry Battalion Commandersin the First
World War (Ashgate Studiesin First World War History) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge



for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes British Infantry Battalion
Commandersin the First World War (Ashgate Studiesin First World War History) to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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