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How will biodiversity loss affect ecosystem functioning, ecosystem services, and human well-being?

In an age of accelerating biodiversity loss, thistimely and critical volume summarizes recent advancesin
biodiversity-ecosystem functioning research and explores the economics of biodiversity and ecosystem
services. The book starts by summarizing the development of the basic science and provides a meta-analysis
that quantitatively tests several biodiversity and ecosystem functioning hypotheses. It then describes the
natural science foundations of biodiversity and ecosystem functioning research including: quantifying
functional diversity, the development of the field into a predictive science, the effects of stability and
complexity, methods to quantify mechanisms by which diversity affects functioning, the importance of
trophic structure, microbial ecology, and spatial dynamics. Finally, the book takes research on biodiversity
and ecosystem functioning further than it has ever gone into the human dimension, describing the most
pressing environmental challenges that face humanity and the effects of diversity on: climate change
mitigation, restoration of degraded habitats, managed ecosystems, pollination, disease, and biological
invasions.

However, what makes this volume truly unique are the chapters that consider the economic perspective.
These include a synthesis of the economics of ecosystem services and biodiversity, and the options open to
policy-makers to address the failure of marketsto account for the loss of ecosystem services; an examination
of the challenges of valuing ecosystem services and, hence, to understanding the human consequences of
decisions that neglect these services; and an examination of the waysin which economists are currently
incorporating biodiversity and ecosystem functioning research into decision models for the conservation and
management of biodiversity. A final section describes new advances in ecoinformatics that will help
transform thisfield into a globally predictive science, and summarizes the advancements and future
directions of the field. The ultimate conclusion isthat biodiversity isan essential element of any strategy for
sustainable development.
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From reader reviews:
William Martin:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Biodiversity,
Ecosystem Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So, for al of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Biodiversity,
Ecosystem Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective become your
current starter.

George Finch:

This Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecologica and Economic Perspective
is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great
plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human
Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective in your hand like finding the world in your arm, datain
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but
this book already do that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?

SaraKelly:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Andre Barrett:

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human
Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
Y ou are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity.
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