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This anthology of essays presents a sample of studies from recent philosophy of medicine addressing issues
which attempt to answer very general (interdependent) questions: (a) what is a disease and what is health?
(b) How do we (causally) explain diseases? (c) And how do we distinguish diseases, i.e. define classes of
diseases and recognize that an instance X of disease belongs to a given class B? (d) How do we assess and
choose cure/ therapy?

The book is divided into three sections: classification, disease and evidence. In general, attention is focused
on statistics in medicine and epidemiology, issues in psychiatry and connecting medicine with evolutionary
biology and genetics. Many authors position the theories that they address within their historical contexts.

The nature of health and disease will be addressed in several essays that also touch upon very general
questions about the definition of medicine and its status. Several chapters scrutinize classification because of
its centrality within philosophical problems raised by medicine and its core position in the philosophical
questioning of psychiatry. Specificities of medical explanation have recently come under a new light,
particularly because of the rise of statistical methods and several chapters investigate these methods in
specific contexts such as epidemiology or meta-analysis of random testing. Taken together this collection
addresses the question of how we gather, use and assess evidence for various medical theories.

The rich assortment of disciplines featured also includes epidemiology, parasitology and public health, while
technical aspects such as the application of game theory to medical research and the misuse of the DSM in
forensic psychiatry are also given an airing. The book addresses more than the construction of medical
knowledge, however, adding cogent appraisal of the processes of decision making in medicine and the
protocols used to justify therapeutic choices.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Miller:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Classification, Disease and Evidence: New Essays in the
Philosophy of Medicine (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences).

Jean Gadson:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Classification, Disease and Evidence: New Essays in the
Philosophy of Medicine (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences). You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book
Classification, Disease and Evidence: New Essays in the Philosophy of Medicine (History, Philosophy and
Theory of the Life Sciences). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Smith:

The book Classification, Disease and Evidence: New Essays in the Philosophy of Medicine (History,
Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Classification, Disease
and Evidence: New Essays in the Philosophy of Medicine (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life
Sciences) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a reserve
Classification, Disease and Evidence: New Essays in the Philosophy of Medicine (History, Philosophy and
Theory of the Life Sciences). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Joan Morris:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are



you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is Classification, Disease and Evidence: New Essays in the Philosophy of
Medicine (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences).
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