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George Herbert Mead (1863-1931) had a powerful influence on the development of American pragmatism in
the twentieth century. He also had a strong impact on the social sciences. This classic book represents
Mead's philosophy of experience, so central to his outlook.
The present as unique experience is the focus of this deep analysis of the basic structure of temporality and
consciousness. Mead emphasizes the novel character of both the present and the past. Though science is
predicated on the assumption that the present is predictable based on a thorough knowledge of the past, the
experience of the present, says Mead, is an utterly unique moment comparable to no other, and when it is
past the novel character of that unique experience is irrevocable.
The emergence of novelty within the perceived rational order of reality is the crux of the problem that Mead
explores. The present, in his words, is "the emergent event . . . something which is more than the processes
that have led up to it and which by its change, continuance, or disappearance, adds to later passages a content
they would not otherwise have possessed." The present as "the seat of reality" heavily conditions our
retrospective view of the past as much as it helps to shape the future. The novelty of every present
experience causes us to reconstruct our preceding experiences to make sense of the past, which is naturally
assumed to be the main cause of what we presently experience. Our perspective on reality is thus relative to
the conditioning of each new event and it changes continuously as the effects of the present shift our view of
the past and future.
This emphasis on the integrative, holistic nature of reality, in which everything past, present, and future is a
condition of everything else, makes Mead's philosophy highly relevant to today's scientific picture of a
quantum universe, where chance and probability play a role in the emergence of reality. Also of great interest
is the way in which he extends his basic analysis of temporal-spatial reality to the emergence of mind and
consciousness as a natural development of the evolutionary process.
This stimulating and provocative work attests to John Dewey's praise of Mead as "the most original mind in
philosophy in America" of his generation.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

The book The Philosophy of the Present (Great Books in Philosophy) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Philosophy of the Present (Great Books in Philosophy)? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book The Philosophy of the Present (Great Books in Philosophy) has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Dora Vazquez:

Here thing why this specific The Philosophy of the Present (Great Books in Philosophy) are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Philosophy of the Present (Great Books in
Philosophy) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
guide that similar with The Philosophy of the Present (Great Books in Philosophy). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Philosophy of
the Present (Great Books in Philosophy) in e-book can be your alternate.

Christine Flint:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book The Philosophy of the Present (Great Books in Philosophy) it is very good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Ruth Davis:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Philosophy of



the Present (Great Books in Philosophy) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.
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