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A romantic adventure set in Turkey addresses human rights, risk and the requirements for love.
Professionally edited.
A Canadian backpacker falls face-flat in love with a charismatic carpet salesman while on holiday in Turkey.
Leigh feels an uncanny pull to Ahmet, who is Kurdish, and soon abandons her Western life and job to live
with him in an unheated cave dwelling.
Leigh doesn’t learn of Ahmet’s work as a freedom fighter until after their three-day Islamic wedding, but she
copes with violence as readily as she learns to live without an oven or hot water. Ahmet's missions mean that
he is often absent, highlighting Leigh's comical and poignant struggles to learn the rules in her new life:
never throw away old bread, don’t smoke during Ramazan, open the door no matter who knocks, save
nothing for tomorrow.
Leigh’s gentle, naive curiosity is contrasted by the story of Jess, a different kind of white foreigner whose
stubbornness and insolence forces the two women into desperate measures on several occasions.
Ultimately, it is Leigh and Ahmet’s story that propels the most spine-tingling and emotional journey. From
the beginning, they tell each other stories: he romanticizes revolution and she loves a fairy tale. After they
meet a group of Kurdish refugees, they decide to formally write a book. Together, with the reader as witness,
Leigh and Ahmet use the place between truth and lies to write the fiction of their own history.
They create a suspenseful and compelling story: Ahmet details the workings of a guerrilla training camp,
Istanbul’s underground and a torture centre, while Leigh records her experiences with Turkish baths and
toilets, cooking from scratch, family formalities and holidays.
While their joint-narrative blossoms, reality is not as kind, and they soon face some difficult decisions.
Professional reviews:
The Word Not Spoken brought back much of what I observed during my stay in Turkey as a Kurdish refugee
from Iran in the late 1980s: the wonders of Göreme, the breathtaking sites of Istanbul, the fear of the secret
police throughout the country, and the hardship the Kurds had been enduring for decades. Reading it I
remembered, sighed, cried, became upset and worried, but at the same time, laughed, and above all, hoped
that one day truth, justice and freedom may prevail in Turkey. This is a brilliant novel that dives deep into
the psyche of its characters and paints scene after scene of Turkey and Kurdistan’s rich and distinctive
identities. I’ve enjoyed it immensely.
- Jaffer Sheyholislami, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, School of Linguistics and Language Studies, Carleton
University
The Word Not Spoken begins as a smart, lively introduction to Turkish custom, geography and human rights
issues as threaded through a tender, carefully wrought love story. But that’s only the beginning. As the plot
thickens, the story evolves into a sophisticated and satisfying double-layered narrative that poses questions
about human action, intention, and the requirements for honest love. This is one impressive book, made
stunning by the fact that it is a debut novel. The people, places and conundrums of Turkey will lodge under
your skin forever.
- Jean Lenihan, Los Angeles Times arts writer
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Word Not Spoken: a novel. Try to make book The Word Not Spoken:
a novel as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Martha Silva:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for us. The book The Word Not Spoken: a novel has been making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The book The Word Not Spoken: a novel is not only giving you more new information
but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship while using book The Word Not Spoken: a novel. You never experience lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Carlee Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Word Not Spoken: a novel can make you feel more interested
to read.

Patrice Lach:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The
Word Not Spoken: a novel.
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