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As there cannot be said to be a beaten path in philosophy, and as "Introductions" to the subject differ widely
from one another, it is proper that I should give an indication of the scope of the present volume.

It undertakes:—

1. To point out what the word "philosophy" is made to cover in our universities and colleges at the present
day, and to show why it is given this meaning.

2. To explain the nature of reflective or philosophical thinking, and to show how it differs from common
thought and from science.

3. To give a general view of the main problems with which philosophers have felt called upon to deal.

4. To give an account of some of the more important types of philosophical doctrine which have arisen out of
the consideration of such problems.

5. To indicate the relation of philosophy to the so-called philosophical sciences, and to the other sciences.

6. To show, finally, that the study of philosophy is of value to us all, and to give some practical admonitions
on spirit and method. Had these admonitions been impressed upon me at a time when I was in especial need
of guidance, I feel that they would have spared me no little anxiety and confusion of mind. For this reason, I
recommend them to the attention of the reader.

Such is the scope of my book. It aims to tell what philosophy is. It is not its chief object to advocate a
particular type of doctrine. At the same time, as it is impossible to treat of the problems of philosophy except
from some point of view, it will be found that, in Chapters III to XI, a doctrine is presented. It is the same as
that presented much more in detail, and with a greater wealth of reference, in my "System of Metaphysics,"
which was published a short time ago.



For the doctrine I advocate I am inclined to ask especial consideration on the ground that it is, on the whole,
a justification of the attitude taken by the plain man toward the world in which he finds himself. The
experience of the race is not a thing that we may treat lightly.

Thus, it is maintained that there is a real external world presented in our experience—not a world which we
have a right to regard as the sensations or ideas of any mind. It is maintained that we have evidence that there
are minds in certain relations to that world, and that we can, within certain limits, determine these relations.
It is pointed out that the plain man's belief in the activity of his mind and his notion of the significance of
purposes and ends are not without justification. It is indicated that theism is a reasonable doctrine, and it is
held that the human will is free in the only proper sense of the word "freedom." Throughout it is taken for
granted that the philosopher has no private system of weights and measures, but must reason as other men
reason, and must prove his conclusions in the same sober way.

I have written in hopes that the book may be of use to undergraduate students. They are often repelled by
philosophy, and I cannot but think that this is in part due to the dry and abstract form in which philosophers
have too often seen fit to express their thoughts. The same thoughts can be set forth in plain language, and
their significance illustrated by a constant reference to experiences which we all have—experiences which
must serve as the foundation to every theory of the mind and the world worthy of serious consideration.

-GEORGE STUART FULLERTON, New York, 1906.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Ramos:

Here thing why this particular An Introduction to Philosophy are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. An Introduction to Philosophy giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with An Introduction to Philosophy.
It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of An Introduction to Philosophy in e-book can be your alternative.

Molly Wilson:

The event that you get from An Introduction to Philosophy is the more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to recognise but An Introduction to Philosophy giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this kind of An Introduction to Philosophy instantly.

Claudia Fox:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. An Introduction to Philosophy can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.

Ralph McClure:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book An Introduction to Philosophy we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life with that book An Introduction to Philosophy. You can more
desirable than now.
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