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Before there was Elvis, there was W.C. Handy, “the man who made the blues.” Here is the first major
biography in decades of the man who gave us such iconic songs as “St. Louis Blues,” “The Memphis Blues,”
and “Beale Street Blues,” and who was responsible, more than any other musician, for bringing the blues
into the American mainstream.

David Robertson charts W.C. Handy’s rise from a rural Alabama childhood in the last decades of the
nineteenth century to become one of the most celebrated songwriters of the twentieth. The child of former
slaves, Handy was first inspired by spirituals and folk songs, and his passion for music pushed him to leave
home as a teenager, despite opposition from his preacher father. He soon found his way to St. Louis, where
he spent a winter sleeping on cobblestone docks before lucking into a job with an Indiana brass band. It was
in a minstrel show, playing to racially mixed audiences across the country, that he got his first real exposure
as a professional musician, but it was in Memphis, where he settled in 1905, that he hit his full stride as a
composer. There, Handy frequented the famous saloons and music halls of Beale Street and composed his
legendary songs. By the time of his death in 1958, at the age of eighty-five, he had become a major influence
on pop culture, his music recorded by countless musicians, from Bessie Smith to Django Reinhardt.

Robertson weaves a rich tapestry of the worlds Handy inhabited: the post-Reconstruction South; the
ministrel shows in all their racial ambiguity; the mysterious, forbidding Mississippi Delta; Memphis, with its
jumping music scene; and New York’s Tin Pan Alley. At once a testament to the power of song and a
chronicle of race and black music in America, W.C. Handy’s life story is in many ways the story of the birth
of our country's indigenous culture—and a riveting must-read for anyone interested in the history of
American music.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed W.C. Handy:
The Life and Times of the Man Who Made the Blues? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Steven Huckins:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This W.C. Handy: The Life and Times of the Man Who Made the Blues book is readable
by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with W.C. Handy: The Life and Times of the Man Who Made the Blues content conveys prospect
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking W.C. Handy: The Life and Times of the Man Who
Made the Blues is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Leigh Brown:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This W.C. Handy: The Life and
Times of the Man Who Made the Blues can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jeffrey Martinez:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book W.C. Handy: The Life and Times of the
Man Who Made the Blues to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and examine it. Beside that the e-book W.C. Handy: The Life and Times of the Man Who Made the
Blues can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of these time.
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