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In Rio de Janeiro’s favelas, traffickers assert power through conspicuous displays of wealth and force,
brandishing high-powered guns, gold jewelry, and piles of cash and narcotics. Police, for their part, conduct
raids reminiscent of action films or video games, wearing masks and riding in enormous armored cars called
“big skulls.” Images of these spectacles circulate constantly in local, national, and global media, masking
everyday forms of violence, prejudice, and inequality. The Spectacular Favela offers a rich ethnographic
examination of the political economy of spectacular violence in Rocinha, Rio’s largest favela. Based on more
than two years of residence in the community, the book explores how entangled forms of violence shape
everyday life and how that violence is, in turn, connected to the market economy.

Erika Robb Larkins shows how favela violence is produced as a marketable global brand. While this
violence is projected in disembodied form through media, the favela is also sold as an embodied experience
through the popular practice of favela tourism. The commodification of the favela becomes a form of
violence itself; favela violence is transformed into a commercially viable byproduct of a profit-driven war on
drugs, which serves to keep the poor marginalized. This book tells the story of how traffickers, police,
cameras, tourists, and even anthropologists come together to create what the author calls the “spectacular
favela.”
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From reader reviews:

Toby Terry:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil
(California Series in Public Anthropology) to read.

Ciara Wolfe:

The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil (California Series in Public Anthropology) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil (California Series in
Public Anthropology) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

John Warner:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil
(California Series in Public Anthropology) why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Frank Tye:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil (California Series in Public
Anthropology) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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