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The people of the late ancient Mediterranean world thought about and encountered gods, angels, demons,
heroes, and other spirits on a regular basis. These figures were diverse, ambiguous, and unclassified and
were not ascribed any clear or stable moral valence. Whether or not they were helpful or harmful under
specific circumstances determined if, and what, virtues were attributed to them. That all changed in the third
century C.E., when a handful of Platonist philosophers—Plotinus, Origen, Porphyry, and Iamblichus—began
to produce competing systematic discourses that ordered the realm of spirits in moral and ontological terms.

In Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority, Heidi Marx-Wolf recounts how these Platonist philosophers
organized the spirit world into hierarchies, or "spiritual taxonomies," positioning themselves as the high
priests of the highest gods in the process. By establishing themselves as experts on sacred, ritual, and
doctrinal matters, they were able to fortify their authority, prestige, and reputation. The Platonists were not
alone in this enterprise, and it brought them into competition with rivals to their new authority: priests of
traditional polytheistic religions and gnostics. Members of these rival groups were also involved in
identifying and ordering the realm of spirits and in providing the ritual means for dealing with that realm.
Using her lens of spiritual taxonomy to look at these various groups in tandem, Marx-Wolf demonstrates that
Platonist philosophers, Christian and non-Christian priests, and gnostics were more interconnected socially,
educationally, and intellectually than previously recognized.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nichols:

This Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority: Platonists, Priests, and Gnostics in the Third Century C.E.
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority: Platonists,
Priests, and Gnostics in the Third Century C.E. (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can be one of
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that
this Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority: Platonists, Priests, and Gnostics in the Third Century C.E.
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Emery Flores:

This book untitled Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority: Platonists, Priests, and Gnostics in the Third
Century C.E. (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Otis Key:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority: Platonists, Priests, and Gnostics in the
Third Century C.E. (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Lee Fuller:

Beside that Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority: Platonists, Priests, and Gnostics in the Third Century
C.E. (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so



don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority: Platonists, Priests, and Gnostics in the Third Century C.E.
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!
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