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When Volume I of Nicholas Boyle's biography of Goethe appeared, it received an avalanche of praise on
both sides of the Atlantic. George Steiner, in The New Yorker, called it "the best biography of Goethe in
English." Doris Lessing, in The Independent, called it "biography at its best." And The New York Times Book
Review hailed it as "a remarkable achievement," adding "there is nothing comparable to this study in any
language."
Now comes the second volume of this definitive portrait, published on the 250th anniversary of Goethe's
birth. Here Nicholas Boyle chronicles the most eventful and crowded years of Goethe's life: the period of the
French Revolution--which turned Goethe's life upside down--and of the philosophical revolution in Germany
which ushered in the periods of Idealism and Romanticism. It was also a period dominated by two intense
personal relationships--with Schiller, Weimar's other great poet, philosopher, and dramatist, and with
Christiana Vulpius, the mother of his son. Boyle paints vivid portraits of Goethe's harrowing experiences of
the Revolutionary wars, of the explosion of new ideas in philosophy and literature which for ten years made
Jena the intellectual capital of Europe, and of the upheavals sparked by Napoleon which destroyed the Holy
Roman Empire.
Boyle captures both the large-scale events that swept Europe and the personal dramas of this exciting time.
And he offers brilliant new analyses of Goethe's works of the period, most notably Wilhelm Meister, The
Natural Daughter, and Faust. Indeed, this volume is a major work of historical and literary scholarship, and
an important biography of one of the giants of Western culture.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Goethe: The Poet and the Age:
Volume II: Revolution and Renunciation, 1790-1803 (Goethe - The Poet & the Age). All type of book can
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Beulah Scherr:

The actual book Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume II: Revolution and Renunciation, 1790-1803
(Goethe - The Poet & the Age) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning
this book.

Micheal Goggin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume II: Revolution and Renunciation, 1790-1803 (Goethe -
The Poet & the Age) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Ralph Sanchez:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume II:
Revolution and Renunciation, 1790-1803 (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) can be the reply, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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