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*Includes pictures *Includes Curtis' quotes about his own life and career *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents “If you know how to live in Vegas you can
have the best time.” – Tony Curtis A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most
influential figures, but how much of the forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American
Legends series, readers can get caught up to speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women
in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known. At
the height of Hollywood’s “golden age” of the 1940s through the early ‘60s, many of the industry’s brightest
stars could boast of unique stories describing how they were discovered. Their distinctiveness as on-screen
personalities was an important part of that stardom, but one unlikely actor, a mismatch of contrasts, dialects,
looks, and personal behavior, was to become an icon of the age, revered and disdained, but in the end, fondly
remembered by the movie industry and fan base. Tony Curtis was, in the beginning, considered by most of
his colleagues as a hack actor, but in time, one who took it upon himself to develop into a true screen artist.
At his height as a matinee idol, Curtis was blessed with “piercing blue eyes and good looks,” a physicality
described by the New York Times as “classically handsome.” He was to set a new criteria in place for male
beauty in his era, a “feminized” but rugged heroism, able to portray grisly scenes with a “pretty boy”
appearance, then immediately turn ”cute” and excel in light comedy. Off-screen, Curtis was one of
Hollywood’s most prodigious womanizers, with a “predatory sexual magnetism” that was both alluring and
feared, a quality that translated directly onto the screen, where Curtis presented a mix of himself as “part
rogue and part earnest, sensitive hunk.” His many liaisons, numbering over a thousand, included the yet
undiscovered Marilyn Monroe in her teen years, Natalie Wood, and Janet Leigh of Psycho fame. In addition
to his work as an actor, Curtis became a successful painter, and held his time spent creating canvasses in
higher esteem than any of his cinematic performances. The New York Museum of Modern Art has his work
in its collections, and many have sold at considerable prices. He was also an accomplished amateur flautist
and an occasional novelist, maintaining a professionally consistent work ethic, despite an adult life filled
with alcohol and drug use. In a career filled with quirky, romantic, and unsettling roles, Curtis took part in
over one hundred films. Many were based on average scripts at best, but even for these, he is beloved in
retrospect, and most admired for his work in Some Like It Hot, Spartacus, The Defiant Ones, and Houdini,
among others. Such was Curtis’ charm that a generation of movie-goers, and even critics, looked the other
way as he played everything from Shakespearian kings to Arab spin-offs, medieval knights, and Roman and
Viking slaves to tremendous acclaim, all with a Bronx accent and a particularly American swagger.
American Legends: The Life of Tony Curtis examines the life and career of America’s most famous actors.
Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Tony Curtis like never
before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

The book American Legends: The Life of Tony Curtis make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book American Legends: The
Life of Tony Curtis to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read
a reserve American Legends: The Life of Tony Curtis. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Theresa Piercy:

The guide untitled American Legends: The Life of Tony Curtis is the guide that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of American Legends: The Life of Tony Curtis from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Phyllis Thompson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. American Legends: The Life of Tony Curtis can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Joe Williams:

This American Legends: The Life of Tony Curtis is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this American Legends:
The Life of Tony Curtis can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for.
It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.
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