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A breakaway bestseller sinceitsfirst printing, All Souls takes us deep into Michael Patrick MacDonad's
Southie, the proudly insular neighborhood with the highest concentration of white poverty in America. The
anti-busing riots of 1974 forever changed Southie, Boston' s working class Irish community, branding it asa
violent, racist enclave. Michael Patrick MacDonald grew up in Southie’ s Old Colony housing project. He
describes the way this world within aworld felt to the troubled yet keenly gifted observer he was even as a
child: “[asif] we were protected, asif the whole neighborhood was watching our backs for threats, watching
for all the enemies we could never really define.”

But the threats-poverty, drugs, a shadowy gangster world-were real. MacDonald lost four of his siblings to
violence and poverty. All Soulsis heart-breaking testimony to lives lost too early, and the story of how a
place so filled with pain could still be “the best place in the world.”

We meet Ma, Michael’ s mini-skirted, accordian-playing, usually single mother who cares for her children
there are eventually eleven through a combination of high spirits and inspired “ getting over.” And there are
Michael’s older siblings Davey, sweet artist-dreamer; Kevin, child genius of scam; and Frankie, Golden
Gloves boxer and neighborhood hero whose lives are high-wire acts played out in aworld of poverty and
pride.

But too soon Southie becomes a place controlled by resident gangster Whitey Bulger, later revealed to be an
FBI informant even as he ran the drug culture that Southie supposedly never had. It was aworld primed for
the escalation of class violence-and then, with deadly and sickening inevitability, of racial violence that
swirled around forced busing. MacDonald, eight years old when the riots hit, gives an explosive account of
the asphalt warfare. He tells of feeling “part of it al, part of something bigger than I’ d ever imagined, part of
something that was on the national news every night.”

Within afew years-a sequence laid out in All Souls with mesmerizing urgency-the neighborhood’ s collapse
is echoed by the MacDonald family’ s tragedies. All but destroyed by grief and by the Southie code that

doesn’t allow him to feel it, MacDonald gets out. Hiswork as a peace activigt, first in the all-Black

neighborhoods of nearby Roxbury, then back to the Southie he can’'t help but love, is the powerfully
redemptive close to a story that will leave readers utterly shaken and changed.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Ray:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled All Souls: A Family Story from Southie. Try to the actual
book All Souls: A Family Story from Southie as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Gerald Morin:

Here thing why that All Souls: A Family Story from Southie are different and dependable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as delightful asfood or not. All Souls: A Family Story from Southie giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with All Souls; A
Family Story from Southie. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere likein
playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of All Souls: A Family Story from Southie in e-book can be your aternative.

Pamela Watkins:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take All Souls: A Family Story from
Southie as the daily resource information.

Brandon Giles:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book All Souls: A Family Story from Southie was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book All Souls: A Family Story
from Southie has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and
try to like reading that.
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