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Why do we often teach English poetic meter by the Greek terms iamb and trochee? How is our
understanding of English meter influenced by the history of England's sense of itself in the nineteenth
century? Not an old-fashioned approach to poetry, but a dynamic, contested, and inherently nontraditional
field, "English meter" concerned issues of personal and national identity, class, education, patriotism,
militarism, and the development of English literature as a discipline. The Rise and Fall of Meter tells the
unknown story of English meter from the late eighteenth century until just after World War I. Uncovering a
vast and unexplored archive in the history of poetics, Meredith Martin shows that the history of prosody is
tied to the ways Victorian England argued about its national identity. Gerard Manley Hopkins, Coventry
Patmore, and Robert Bridges used meter to negotiate their relationship to England and the English language;
George Saintsbury, Matthew Arnold, and Henry Newbolt worried about the rise of one metrical model
among multiple competitors. The pressure to conform to a stable model, however, produced reactionary
misunderstandings of English meter and the culture it stood for. This unstable relationship to poetic form
influenced the prose and poems of Robert Graves, Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen, W. B. Yeats, Ezra
Pound, and Alice Meynell. A significant intervention in literary history, this book argues that our
contemporary understanding of the rise of modernist poetic form was crucially bound to narratives of
English national culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and English
National Culture, 1860--1930 has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and
English National Culture, 1860--1930 is not only giving you far more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship with the book The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and English National Culture, 1860--
1930. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Bob Pratt:

Here thing why this The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and English National Culture, 1860--1930 are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and English National
Culture, 1860--1930 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no e-book that similar with The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and English National Culture,
1860--1930. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and English National Culture, 1860-
-1930 in e-book can be your alternative.

Mary Partee:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be read. The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and English National Culture, 1860--1930 can
be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Rodney Richardson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Rise and Fall of Meter: Poetry and English
National Culture, 1860--1930. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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