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Mama Might Be Better Off Dead is an unsettling, profound look at the human face of health care. Both
disturbing and illuminating, it immerses readersin the lives of four generations of a poor, African-American
family beset with the devastating illnesses that are all too common in America's inner-cities.

The story takes place in North Lawndale, a neighborhood that lies in the shadows of Chicago's Loop.
Although surrounded by some of the city's finest medical facilities, North Lawndale is one of the sickest,
most medically underserved communities in the country. Headed by Jackie Banes, who oversees the care of
a diabetic grandmother, a husband on kidney dialysis, an ailing father, and three children, the Banes family
contends with countless medical crises. From visits to emergency rooms and dialysis units, to trials with
home care, to struggles for Medicaid eligibility, Abraham chronicles their access (or lack of access) to
medical care.

Told sympathetically but without sentimentality, their story reveals an inadequate health care system that is
further undermined by the direct and indirect effects of poverty. When people are poor, they become sick
easily. When people are sick, their families quickly become poorer.

Embedded in the family narrative is alucid analysis of the gaps, inconsistencies, and inequalities the poor
face when they seek health care. This book reveals what health care policies crafted in Washington, D. C. or
state capitals look like when they hit the street. It shows how Medicaid and Medicare work and don't work,
the Catch-22s of hospital financing in the inner city, the racial politics of organ transplants, the failure of
childhood immunization programs, the vexed issues of individual responsibility and institutional paternalism.
One observer putsit thisway: "Show me the poor woman who finds away to get everything she's entitled to
in the system, and I'll show you a woman who could run General Motors."

Abraham deftly weaves these themes together to make a persuasive case for health care reform while
unflinchingly presenting the complexities that will make true reform as difficult asit is necessary. Mama
Might Be Better Off Dead is a book with the power to change the way health care is understood in America.
For those seeking to learn what our current system of health care promises and what it delivers, it offersa
place for the debate to begin.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Settles:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We al know that that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Mama Might Be Better Off
Dead: The Failure of Health Care in Urban Americawill make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Anita Jones:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for al peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has severa personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Mama Might Be Better
Off Dead: The Failure of Health Carein Urban America. All type of book would you see on many resources.
Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Jimmy Maiden:

Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure of Health Care in Urban America can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his’her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure of Health Care in Urban America but doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Tammy Paradis:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they get
ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure
of Health Care in Urban Americato make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It isto beinitially opinion for
you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure
of Health Care in Urban America can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience a one and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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