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The middle American coming-of-age has found new life in Ryan Van Meter's coming-out, made as strange
as it is familiar by acknowledging the role played by gender and sexuality. In fourteen linked essays, If You
Knew Then What I Know Now reinvents the memoir with all-encompassing empathy—for bully and bullied
alike. A father pitches baseballs at his hapless son and a grandmother watches with silent forbearance as the
same slim, quiet boy sets the table dressed in a blue satin dress. Another essay explores origins of the word
"faggot" and its etymological connection to "flaming queen." This deft collection maps the unremarkable
landscapes of childhood with compassion and precision, allowing awkwardness its own beauty. This is essay
as an argument for the intimate—not the sensational—and an embrace of all the skinned knees in our
stumble toward adulthood.

Ryan Van Meter grew up in Missouri and studied English at the University of Missouri-Columbia. After
graduating, he lived in Chicago for ten years and worked in advertising. He holds an MA in creative writing
from DePaul University and an MFA in nonfiction writing from the University of Iowa. His essays have
appeared in The Gettysburg Review, Indiana Review, Gulf Coast, Arts & Letters, and Fourth Genre, among
others, and selected for anthologies including Best American Essays 2009. In the summer of 2009, he was
awarded a residency at the MacDowell Colony. He currently lives in California where he is an assistant
professor of creative nonfiction at the University of San Francisco.
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From reader reviews:

William Smith:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this If You Knew Then What
I Know Now book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ashley Staley:

The book If You Knew Then What I Know Now has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Tracy Cluck:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The If You Knew Then What I Know Now offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Steven Strong:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book If You Knew Then What I Know Now was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book If You Knew Then What I Know Now has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that.
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