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In his highly original and controversial study. Professor Lockridge traces the origins of Dedham,
Massachusetts, carefully examining its establishment as a utopia in 1636, the changes that occurred
during the first four generations of its settlement, and the kind of community it had become by the
mid-eighteenth century.

The colonial New England Town is one of the myths of American history, along with such others as George
Washington and the Cherry Tree and The Frontier. They are difficult to shatter, for they perpetuate the
popular belief that the nation has always enjoyed universal democracy, honesty, and opportunity. The New
England Town, however, deserves more than a mythical place in American history. In this industrial village
society, the unique American experience had its beginnings.

In his highly original and controversial study. Professor Lockridge traces the origins of Dedham,
Massachusetts, carefully examining its establishment as a utopia in 1636, the changes that occurred during
the first four generations of its settlement, and the kind of community it had become by the mid-eighteenth
century. In bringing to life this peculiarly American town he creates a view of all New England towns, so
vital to an understanding of how the American character and society were shaped. He also gives answers to
the basic questions shrouded by the myths: Was the New England Town democratic? Was it equalitarian?
Was opportunity great? was society mobile? was it static or dynamic? Who had power, and who wanted it?
In examining these questions Professor Lockridge has gone to the heart of the controversy surrounding the
New England Town experience, finding some truth, and not a little irony, in the myth.

This enlarged edition includes an updated bibliography and an afterword in which Lockridge addresses two
questions about the story of Dedham: What does it tell us about the impulses that led to American
independence? The answers to these questions suggest the connections between the "new" social history and
the broad political themes of the revolutionary period.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Stone:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A New
England Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American
History), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a publication.

Arthur Johnson:

This A New England Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays
in American History) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately
using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having A New England Town : The First
Hundred Years : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Joseph Boyd:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely A New England Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham,
Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

John Coffin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book and also novel and A New England Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham,



Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History) or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A New England
Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History)
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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