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Introduction
"If you leave Opi, you'll die with strangers," Irma Vitale's mother always warned. Even after her beloved
mother's passing, 20-year-old Irma longs to stay in her Abruzzo mountain village, plying her needle. But too
poor and plain to marry and subject to growing danger in her own home, she risks rough passage to America
and workhouse servitude to achieve her dream of making dresses for gentlewomen.
In the raw immigrant quarters and with the help of an entrepreneurial Irish serving girl, ribbon-decked Polish
ragman and austere Alsatian dressmaker, Irma begins to stitch together a new life . . . until her peace and self
are shattered in the charred remains of the Great Chicago Fire. Enduring a painful recovery, Irma reaches
deep within to find that she has even more to offer the world than her remarkable ability with a needle and
thread
Questions for Discussion
1. Irma's practical skills and world knowledge seem so limited, even compared to those of her brother Carlo.
What abilities and traits help her navigate the difficult passages from Opi to Naples and then west?
2. Irma's mother devoutly believes that "If you leave Opi, you will die with strangers." How does this
assertion shape Irma's experience and how does she ultimately refine it in a way that allows her to move
forward in her journey? How does this family assertion compare to others you may have encountered?
3. Opi, real and remembered, is a powerful force for Irma's self-image and world-view. How does her
conception of Opi change through the novel?
4. Unlike many fictional heroines and perhaps many young women, Irma initially has little interest in a
romantic union. Why not and what must change for her to have a satisfying intimate relationship?
5. At various times in her journey, Irma makes choices which she herself feels are at odds with the Irma
Vitale that she "really is." Is she accurate in thi
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Cox:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled When We Were Strangers: A
Novel? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Rebecca Lopez:

This When We Were Strangers: A Novel tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this When We Were Strangers: A Novel can be one of many great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this When We
Were Strangers: A Novel giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Marina Espinal:

This When We Were Strangers: A Novel is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having When We Were Strangers: A Novel in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment
right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt this?

Jeffery Harman:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is When We Were Strangers: A Novel this publication consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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