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From one of the world's most beloved writers and New York Times bestselling author of One Summer,
a vivid, nostalgic, and utterly hilarious memoir of growing up in the 1950s

Bill Bryson was born in the middle of the American century—1951—in the middle of the United
States—Des Moines, Iowa—in the middle of the largest generation in American history—the baby boomers.
As one of the best and funniest writers alive, he is perfectly positioned to mine his memories of a totally all-
American childhood for 24-carat memoir gold. Like millions of his generational peers, Bill Bryson grew up
with a rich fantasy life as a superhero. In his case, he ran around his house and neighborhood with an old
football jersey with a thunderbolt on it and a towel about his neck that served as his cape, leaping tall
buildings in a single bound and vanquishing awful evildoers (and morons)—in his head—as "The
Thunderbolt Kid."

Using this persona as a springboard, Bill Bryson re-creates the life of his family and his native city in the
1950s in all its transcendent normality—a life at once completely familiar to us all and as far away and
unreachable as another galaxy. It was, he reminds us, a happy time, when automobiles and televisions and
appliances (not to mention nuclear weapons) grew larger and more numerous with each passing year, and
DDT, cigarettes, and the fallout from atmospheric testing were considered harmless or even good for you. He
brings us into the life of his loving but eccentric family, including affectionate portraits of his father, a gifted
sportswriter for the local paper and dedicated practitioner of isometric exercises, and OF his mother, whose
job as the home furnishing editor for the same paper left her little time for practicing the domestic arts at
home. The many readers of Bill Bryson’s earlier classic, A Walk in the Woods, will greet the reappearance in
these pages of the immortal Stephen Katz, seen hijacking literally boxcar loads of beer. He is joined in the
Bryson gallery of immortal characters by the demonically clever Willoughby brothers, who apply their
scientific skills and can-do attitude to gleefully destructive ends.

Warm and laugh-out-loud funny, and full of his inimitable, pitch-perfect observations, The Life and Times of
the Thunderbolt Kid is as wondrous a book as Bill Bryson has ever written. It will enchant anyone who has
ever been young.
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From reader reviews:

Sondra Spencer:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid: A Memoir. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new
book The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid: A Memoir. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Sherrill Height:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The Life and Times
of the Thunderbolt Kid: A Memoir.

Sonia Cote:

The particular book The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid: A Memoir has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after perusing this book.

James Harris:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Life and Times of the
Thunderbolt Kid: A Memoir as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid: A Memoir to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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