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After the Southern states seceded and formed the Confederacy in the wake of Abraham Lincoln's election,
Americans on both sides waited anxioudly to seeif the North would fight to preserve the Union. The
Confederacy's hope of being let go in peace ended at 4:30 am. on the morning of April 12, 1861, when
Confederate Brigadier-General P.G.T. Beauregard ordered the first shots to be fired at the federal garrison
defending Fort Sumter in the Charleston Harbor, effectively igniting the Civil War. For nearly 36 hours,
Beauregard' s Confederates unleashed a general bombardment from 43 guns and mortars positioned at
various points across the Harbor. Unable to effectively reply or defend themselves, Mgjor Robert Anderson
raised the white flag early in the afternoon of April 13, bringing the first battle of the Civil War to aclose.
No casualties were suffered on either side during the dueling bombardments across Charleston Harbor, but
ironically two U.S. Army soldiers were killed by an accidental explosion during the surrender ceremonies.
Fort Sumter is popularly remembered today as the first fighting of the Civil War, and arelatively painless
battle at that, but much of the history before April 12 that led to the shelling of the fort is often overlooked.
The federal garrison had been stationed there months before the fight, carefully watching the secession of
South Carolina, the buildup of Confederate forces in the region, and the actions of the Buchanan
Administration and incoming Lincoln administration in the weeks leading up to the bombardment.

After Fort Sumter, the Lincoln Administration pushed for aquick invasion of Virginia, with the intent of
defeating Confederate forces and marching toward the Confederate capitol of Richmond. Lincoln pressed
Irvin McDowell to push forward. Despite the fact that McDowell knew his troops were inexperienced and
unready, pressure from the Washington politicians forced him to launch a premature offensive against
Confederate forcesin Northern Virginia

Asthefirst mgjor land battle of the Civil War, the First Battle of Bull Run made history in several ways.
McDowell’s army met Fort Sumter hero P.G.T. Beauregard's Confederate army near the railroad junction at
Manassas on July 21, 1861, just 25 miles away from Washington D.C. Many civilians from Washington
came to watch what they expected to be arout of Confederate forces, and for awhile it appeared as though
that might be the case, but Confederate reinforcements, some of which arrived by train in the middle of the
battle, evened up the armies’ strength and turned the tide, causing the Union army to panic and break in a
rout back to Washington.

Today First Bull Run is remembered as the first important land battle of the Civil War, but with over 350
killed on each side, it was the deadliest battle in American history to date, and both the Confederacy and the
Union were quickly served notice that the war would be much more costly than either side had believed.
Fort Sumter & First Bull Run comprehensively covers all of the events that led up to the the two historic
battles, the fighting that took place, and their aftermath and legacies. Along with pictures and a Bibliography,
you'll learn about the Civil War'sfirst battles like you never have before.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Wax:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individua ? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? All people has many guestions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their can
do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because start from on
jardin deinfancia until university need this specific Fort Sumter & First Bull Run: The First Battles of the
Civil War to read.

Brett Munoz:

This Fort Sumter & First Bull Run: The First Battles of the Civil War book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read alot of
information you will get. Thiskind of Fort Sumter & First Bull Run: The First Battles of the Civil War
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry Fort Sumter & First Bull Run: The First Battles of the Civil War can bring any time you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This Fort Sumter & First Bull Run: The First Battles of the Civil War having excellent
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Violet | ver son:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Fort
Sumter & First Bull Run: The First Battles of the Civil War, you are able to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Cora Blanchette:

The guide with title Fort Sumter & First Bull Run: The First Battles of the Civil War posesses alot of
information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new
era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere



you want.
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