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In this ambitious and provocative text, environmental historian Ted Steinberg offers a sweeping history of
the United States--a history that places the environment at the very center of the narrative. Now in a new
edition, Down to Earth reenvisions the story of America "from the ground up." It reveals how focusing on
plants, animals, climate, and other ecological factors can radically change the way that we think about the
past. Examining such familiar topics as colonization, the industrial revolution, slavery, the Civil War, and the
emergence of consumer culture, Steinberg recounts how the natural world influenced the course of human
history. From the colonists' attempts to impose order on the land to modern efforts to sell the wilderness as a
consumer good, he reminds readers that many critical episodes in U.S. history were, in fact, environmental
events. The text highlights the ways in which Americans have attempted to reshape and control nature, from
Thomas Jefferson's surveying plan, which divided the national landscape into a grid, to the transformation of
animals, crops, and even water into commodities.

In this third edition, Steinberg addresses the role of corporations in U.S. environmental history, in part by
exploring the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil-spill in the Gulf of Mexico. He has also updated the discussion of
climate change in order to offer a fuller assessment of U.S. policy and its world-historical importance.
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Down to Earth: Nature's Role in
American History is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Jamie Hernandez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Down to Earth: Nature's Role in
American History, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Jess Cooke:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Down to Earth: Nature's
Role in American History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History become
your starter.

Sarah Luis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History or
perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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