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While competing with Langston Hughes for the title of “Poet Laureate of Harlem,” Countée Cullen
(1903–46) crafted poems that became touchstones for American readers, both black and white. Inspired by
classic themes and working within traditional forms, Cullen shaped his poetry to address universal questions
like love, death, longing, and loss while also dealing with the issues of race and idealism that permeated the
national conversation. Drawing on the poet’s unpublished correspondence with contemporaries and friends
like Hughes, Claude McKay, Carl Van Vechten, Dorothy West, Charles S. Johnson and Alain Locke, and
presenting a unique interpretation of his poetic gifts, And Bid Him Sing is the first full-length critical
biography of this famous American writer.
 
Despite his untimely death at the age of forty-two, Cullen left behind an extensive body of work. In addition
to five books of poetry, he authored two much-loved children’s books and translated Euripides’ Medea, the
first translation by an African American of a Greek tragedy. In these pages, Charles Molesworth explores the
many ways that race, religion, and Cullen’s sexuality informed the work of one of the unquestioned stars of
the Harlem Renaissance.
 
An authoritative work of biography that brings to life one of the chief voices of his generation, And Bid Him
Sing returns to us one of America’s finest lyric poets in all of his complexity and musicality.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Soria:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this And Bid Him
Sing: A Biography of Countee Cullen.

Donna Kerns:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like And Bid Him Sing: A Biography
of Countee Cullen which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Justin Pritchett:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and And Bid Him Sing: A Biography
of Countee Cullen or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes And Bid Him Sing: A Biography of Countee Cullen to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Keith Mayo:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the And Bid Him Sing: A Biography of Countee Cullen when you essential it?
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