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The American musical has long provided an important vehicle through which writers, performers, and
audiences reimagine who they are and how they might best interact with the world around them. Musicals
are especially good at this because they provide not only an opportunity for us to enact dramatic versions of
alternative identities, but also the material for performing such alternatives in the real world, through songs
and the characters and attitudes those songs project.

This book addresses a variety of specific themes in musicals that serve this general function: fairy tale and
fantasy, idealism and inspiration, gender and sexuality, and relationships, among others. It also considers
three overlapping genres that are central, in quite different ways, to the projection of personal identity:
operetta, movie musicals, and operatic musicals.

Among the musicals discussed are Camelot, Candide; Chicago; Company; Evita; Gypsy; Into the Woods;
Kiss Me, Kate; A Little Night Music; Man of La Mancha; Meet Me in St. Louis; The Merry Widow; Moulin
Rouge; My Fair Lady; Passion; The Rocky Horror Picture Show; Singin' in the Rain; Stormy Weather;
Sweeney Todd; and The Wizard of Oz.

Complementing the author's earlier work, The American Musical and the Formation of National Identity, this
book completes a two-volume thematic history of the genre, designed for general audiences and specialists
alike.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Yeates:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book The American Musical and the Performance
of Personal Identity it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Donald Worsley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The American Musical and the Performance of
Personal Identity e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The American
Musical and the Performance of Personal Identity as good book but not only by the cover but also through
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Charles Massie:

The book untitled The American Musical and the Performance of Personal Identity contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice examine.

Maria Levine:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The American Musical and the Performance of Personal
Identity was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The American Musical
and the Performance of Personal Identity has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose



the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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