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This is the first Western study of the philosophy of Xu Gan (170-217), a Confucian thinker who lived at a
nodal point in the history of Chinese thought, when Han scholasticism had become ossified and the creative
and independent quality that characterized Wei-Jin thought was just emerging. As the theme of his study,
Makeham develops an original and richly detailed account of ming shi, name and actuality, one of the key
pairs of concepts in early Chinese thought. He shows how Xu Gan s understanding of the name and actuality
relationship was most immediately influenced by Xu Gan s understanding of why the Han dynasty had
collapsed, yet had its roots in a tradition of discourse that spanned the classical period (circa 500-150
B.C.E.).
In reconstructing the philosophical background of Xu Gan s understanding of the relationship between name
and actuality, Makeham identifies two antithetical theories of naming in early Chinese thought nominalist
and correlative a distinction that is as great as the Realist-Nominalist distinction of Western thought. He
shows how Xu Gan s views on the name and actuality relationship were animated, on the one hand, by a
rejection of nominalist theories of naming, and on the other hand, by a novel appropriation of correlative
theories of naming. The study also analyzes two of the more immediate social and intellectual issues in the
late Eastern Han (25-220) period that had prompted Xu Gan to discuss the name and actuality relationship:
the ethos of the scholar-gentry (ming jiao) and Han approaches to classical scholarship. Makeham
demonstrates how Xu Gan s critique of these matters is valuable not only as a late Han philosophical account
of what had led to the demise of the 400-year-old Han dynasty, but also as a mode of conceptualizing that
contributed to the new direction that philosophical thinking took in the third century C.E.."
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY (Suny Series,
Chinese Philosophy & Culture) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Anthony Powell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Name and
Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture), you can enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sandra Conaway:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Name and Actuality in Early Chinese
Thought (SUNY (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) e-book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still skepticism Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY (Suny Series, Chinese
Philosophy & Culture) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can
break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Robbie Lewis:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be examine. Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY
(Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those
short free time problems.
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