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In a series of powerful strokes, the music of Beethoven’s last years redefined his legacy and enlarged the
realm of experience accessible to the creative imagination. Maynard Solomon’s Late Beethoven investigates
the phenomenon of the final phase, focusing especially on the striking metamorphosis in Beethoven’s system
of beliefs that began early in his fifth decade and eventually amounted to a sweeping realignment of his
views of nature, antiquity, divinity, and human purpose.

Using the composer’s letters, diaries, and conversation books, Solomon traces Beethoven’s attraction to a
constellation of heterogeneous ideas, drawn from Romanticism, Freemasonry, comparative religion, Eastern
initiatory ritual, Mediterranean mythology, aesthetics, and classical and contemporary thought. Through
these often arcane sources, Beethoven gained access to a vast reservoir of imagery and ideas with the
potential to expand music’s expressive and communicative reach. This "multitude of productive images,"
writes Solomon, "provided kindling for the blaze of his imagination."

Late Beethoven is a rich tapestry of original perspectives on Beethoven’s music. Solomon sees the Seventh
Symphony as a deployment of the rhythms of antiquity in an effort to revalidate the premises of the Classical
world; the Ninth as an essay on the prospects and limits of affirmative, monumental endings; and the
"Diabelli" Variations as a doorway to the universe of metaphoric significances that attach to beginnings. In
the Violin Sonata in G, op. 96, Solomon finds a restoration of the full range of pastoral experience that the
ancient poets had known. In the Grosse Fuge he locates issues of fragmentation and reassembly, and he
suggests that pivotal passages of the last sonatas evoke sacred states of being.

These stimulating perspectives illuminate the inner world within which Beethoven dwelled during his last
fifteen years and the ways in which his thought and music may be interrelated. Written in accessible and
eloquent prose, and with numerous music examples, Late Beethoven is a serious contribution to
understanding this miraculous quantum leap in Beethoven’s creative evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Late
Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Henry Howell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Late Beethoven: Music,
Thought, Imagination that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you are able to pick Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination become your
starter.

Harry Duffey:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination why because the amazing
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Shane Hern:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination can make you feel more interested to
read.
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