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Most Americans today view freedom of speech as a bedrock of all other liberties, a defining feature of
American citizenship. During the nineteenth century, the popular concept of American freedom of speech
was still being formed. In An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century
America, contributors examine attempts to restrict freedom of speech and the press during and after the Civil
War.

 

The eleven essays that make up this collection show how, despite judicial, political, and public
proclamations of support for freedom of expression, factors like tradition, gender stereotypes, religion, and
fear of social unrest often led to narrow judicial and political protection for freedom of expression by people
whose views upset the status quo. These views, expressed by abolitionists, suffragists, and labor leaders,
challenged rigid cultural mores of the day, and many political and cultural leaders feared that extending
freedom of expression to agitators would undermine society. The Civil War intensified questions about the
duties and privileges of citizenship. After the war, key conflicts over freedom of expression were triggered
by Reconstruction, suffrage, the Comstock Act, and questions about libel.

 

The volume’s contributors blend social, cultural, and intellectual history to untangle the complicated strands
of nineteenth-century legal thought. By chronicling the development of modern-day notions of free speech,
this timely collection offers both a valuable exploration of the First Amendment in nineteenth-century
America and a useful perspective on the challenges we face today.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Hooper:

Here thing why this specific An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century
America are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight
for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century America giving you information deeper as different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for
Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century America. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for
Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century America in e-book can be your choice.

Jolie Browne:

Exactly why? Because this An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century
America is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write
the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Linda Long:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight for
Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century America, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Deborah Hagan:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This An Indispensable Liberty: The Fight
for Free Speech in Nineteenth-Century America is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart



phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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