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Historians of the Civil Rights era typically treat the key events of the 1950s Brown v. Board of Education,
sit-ins, bus boycotts, and marches--as a revolutionary social upheaval that upended a rigid caste system.
While the 1950s was a watershed era in Southern and civil rights history, the tendency has been to paint the
preceding Jim Crow era as a brutal system that featured none of the progressive reform impulses so apparent
at the federal level and in the North. As Kimberley Johnson shows in this pathbreaking reappraisal of the Jim
Crow era, this argument is too simplistic, and is true to neither the 1950s nor the long era of Jim Crow that
finally solidified in 1910. Focusing on the political development of the South between 1910 and 1954,
Johnson considers the genuine efforts by white and black progressives to reform the system without
destroying it. These reformers assumed that the system was there to stay, and therefore felt that they had to
work within it in order to modernize the South. Consequently, white progressives tried to install a better--
meaning more equitable--separate-but-equal system, and elite black reformers focused on ameliorative
(rather than confrontational) solutions that would improve the lives of African Americans. Johnson
concentrates on local and state reform efforts throughout the South in areas like schooling, housing, and
labor. Many of the reforms made a difference, but they had the ironic impact of generating more demand for
social change among blacks. She is able to show how demands slowly rose over time, and how the system
laid the seeds of its own destruction. The reformers' commitment to a system that was less unequal--albeit
not truly equal--and more like the North led to significant policy changes over time. As Johnson powerfully
demonstrates, our lack of knowledge about the cumulative policy transformations resulting from the Jim
Crow reform impulse impoverishes our understanding of the Civil Rights revolution. Reforming Jim Crow
rectifies that.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Boone:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Reforming Jim Crow: Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown, you are able to
tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a book.

Lori Parker:

The particular book Reforming Jim Crow: Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Diane Morgan:

This Reforming Jim Crow: Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown is brand new way for you
who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Reforming Jim Crow: Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Gretchen Clark:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Reforming Jim Crow:
Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown.
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