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“an excellent new book” — Paul Krugman, The New York Times

History, not ideology, holds the key to growth.

Brilliantly written and argued, Concrete Economics shows how government has repeatedly reshaped the
American economy ever since Alexander Hamilton’s first, foundational redesign.

This book does not rehash the sturdy and long-accepted arguments that to thrive, entrepreneurial economies
need a broad range of freedoms. Instead, Steve Cohen and Brad DeLong remedy our national amnesia about
how our economy has actually grown and the role government has played in redesigning and reinvigorating
it throughout our history. The government not only sets the ground rules for entrepreneurial activity but
directs the surges of energy that mark a vibrant economy. This is as true for present-day Silicon Valley as it
was for New England manufacturing at the dawn of the nineteenth century.

The authors’ argument is not one based on abstract ideas, arcane discoveries, or complex correlations.
Instead it is based on the facts—facts that were once well known but that have been obscured in a fog of
ideology—of how the US economy benefited from a pragmatic government approach to succeed so
brilliantly.

Understanding how our economy has grown in the past provides a blueprint for how we might again redesign
and reinvigorate it today, for such a redesign is sorely needed.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Esters:

The book Concrete Economics: The Hamilton Approach to Economic Growth and Policy can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
good thing like a book Concrete Economics: The Hamilton Approach to Economic Growth and Policy?
Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Concrete Economics: The Hamilton Approach to
Economic Growth and Policy has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Barton:

The particular book Concrete Economics: The Hamilton Approach to Economic Growth and Policy has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Dave Arreola:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Concrete Economics: The Hamilton Approach to Economic
Growth and Policy can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Eva Lynch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Concrete
Economics: The Hamilton Approach to Economic Growth and Policy.
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