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When first published in 1947, A Short History of Opera immediately achieved international status as a
classic in the field. Now, more than five decades later, this thoroughly revised and expanded fourth edition
informs and entertains opera lovers just as its predecessors have.

The fourth edition incorporates new scholarship that traces the most important developments in the evolution
of musical drama. After surveying anticipations of the operatic form in the lyric theater of the Greeks,
medieval dramatic music, and other forerunners, the book reveals the genre's beginnings in the seventeenth
century and follows its progress to the present day.

A Short History of Opera examines not only the standard performance repertoire, but also works considered
important for the genre's development. Its expanded scope investigates opera from Eastern European
countries and Finland. The section on twentieth-century opera has been reorganized around national operatic
traditions including a chapter devoted solely to opera in the United States, which incorporates material on the
American musical and ties between classical opera and popular musical theater. A separate section on
Chinese opera is also included.

With an extensive multilanguage bibliography, more than one hundred musical examples, and stage
illustrations, this authoritative one-volume survey will be invaluable to students and serious opera buffs.
New fans will also find it highly accessible and informative. Extremely thorough in its coverage, A Short
History of Opera is now more than ever the book to turn to for anyone who wants to know about the history
of this art form.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Rascon:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This A Short History of Opera, Fourth
Edition is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Clinton Perez:

Why? Because this A Short History of Opera, Fourth Edition is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Patrica Fussell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Short History of Opera, Fourth
Edition, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Donald Barber:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the A Short History of Opera, Fourth Edition when you needed it?
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