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“An extensive and thorough compilation of numerous sources with unique insights on Vaganova and her
methodology. The author has had access to several important figures in Russian ballet who knew Vaganova
and/or her students. Confronting the dilemmas facing the art of classical ballet, Vaganova Today is a
thought-provoking read.”—John White, author of Advanced Principles in Teaching Classical Ballet

Agrippina Vaganova (1879–1951) is revered as the visionary who first codified the Russian system of
classical ballet training. The Vaganova Academy of Russian Ballet, founded on impeccable technique and
centuries of tradition, has a reputation for elite standards, and its graduates include Mikhail Baryshnikov,
Rudolf Nureyev, Natalia Makarova, and Diana Vishneva. Yet the “Vaganova method” has come under
criticism in recent years.
           
In this absorbing volume, Catherine Pawlick traces Vaganova’s story from her early years as a ballet student
in tsarist Russia to her career as a dancer with the Mariinsky (Kirov) Ballet to her work as a pedagogue and
choreographer. Pawlick then goes beyond biography to address Vaganova’s legacy today, offering the first-
ever English translations of primary source materials and intriguing interviews with pedagogues and dancers
from the Academy and the Mariinsky Ballet, including some who studied with Vaganova herself.
 
Catherine E. Pawlick danced with ballet companies in the United States before moving to St. Petersburg,
Russia, where she lived for six years, observing classes at the Vaganova Academy and rehearsals and
performances at the Mariinsky Theatre. Fluent in French and Russian, she has written on dance for the San
Francisco Chronicle, Ballet Review, and Dance Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Shephard:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Vaganova Today: The Preservation of
Pedagogical Tradition to read.

Wilson Gonzalez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Vaganova Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition.

Andrew Comer:

This Vaganova Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition is great book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Vaganova
Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt that will?

Michael Sheridan:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Vaganova Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical
Tradition to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the
guide Vaganova Today: The Preservation of Pedagogical Tradition can to be your brand new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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