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Gustav Le Bon's The Crowd is not only a classic, but one of the best-selling scientific books in social
psychology and collective behavior ever written. Here, Le Bon analyzes the nature of crowds and their role
in political movements. He presents crowd behavior as a problem of science and power, a natural
phenomenon with practical implications. Originally published in 1895, Le Bon's was the first to expand the
scope of inquiry beyond criminal crowds to include all possible kinds of collective phenomena. Its
continuing significance is evident even in the Los Angeles riots of 1992 in which Le Bon's theories were
citedin testimony.

Le Bon emphasizes the various areas of modern life where crowd behavior holds sway, particularly political
upheavals. He focuses on electoral campaigns, parliaments, juries, labor agitation, and street demonstrations.
At the same tune, his treatment of crowds is far from complimentary. He likens crowds to "primitive beings,"
social formations barkening back to the evolutionary origins of humankind. Le Bon believed that ideas and
images spread through a crowd by means of contagion, an automatic process that produces a state of
transitory madness in its victims, extinguishing reason and will. Yet he does more than dwell on the
pathologies of crowd life; he also writes of the heroism, the generosity, and the sacrifices of crowds, of the
indispensable roles they have played in erecting the pillars of modern civilization.

In a new introduction to this edition, Robert Nye presents a broad analytical understanding of the relationship
between power and knowledge hi crowd theory. He also discusses the historical circumstances and the
various personalities who have shaped our understanding of crowds. Nye emphasizes The Crowd's
continuing usefulness to cultural historians, psychologists, sociologists, and political scientists. He also
places Le Bon in a rich tradition of European social theory.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Crowd. Try to face the book The Crowd as your friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ray Shippee:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Crowd? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Karen Schanz:

Often the book The Crowd will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate
to you. The book The Crowd is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Amanda Stone:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Crowd, you may enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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