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Opera is the fastest growing of all the performing arts, attracting audiences of all ages who are enthralled by
the gorgeous music, vivid drama, and magnificent production values. If you've decided that the time has
finally come to learn about opera and discover for yourself what it is about opera that sends your normally
reserved friends into states of ecstatic abandon, this is the book for you. Opera 101 is recognized as the
standard text in English for anyone who wants to become an opera lover--a clear, friendly, and truly
complete handbook to learning how to listen to opera, whether on the radio, on recordings, or live at the
opera house. Fred Plotkin, an internationally respected writer and teacher about opera who for many years
was performance manager of the Metropolitan Opera, introduces the reader (whatever his or her level of
musical knowledge) to all the elements that make up opera, including:

A brief, entertaining history of opera;●

An explanation of key operatic concepts, from vocal types to musical conventions;●

Hints on the best way to approach the first opera you attend and how to best understand what is happening●

both offstage and on;
Lists of recommended books and recordings, and the most complete traveler's guide to opera houses around●

the world.

The major part of Opera 101 is devoted to an almost minute-by-minute analysis of eleven key operas,
ranging from Verdi's thunderous masterpiece Rigoletto and Puccini's electrifying Tosca through works by
Mozart, Donizetti, Rossini, Offenbach, Tchaikovsky, and Wagner, to the psychological complexities of
Richard Strauss's Elektra. Once you have completed Opera 101, you will be prepared to see and hear any
opera you encounter, thanks to this book's unprecedentedly detailed and enjoyable method of revealing the
riches of opera.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera. Try to make
book Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera as your close friend. It means that it can
to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Barbara Akins:

The book Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Opera
101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera for being your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like open up and read a guide Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Carol Boissonneault:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning
and Loving Opera. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Troy Kemp:

The e-book untitled Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and
Loving Opera from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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