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More Than a Game provides a unique look at both North Carolina basketball and the phenomenon of sports
fanhood in the United States. For serious North Carolina basketball fans, following the team is more than just
another recreational activity -- it's an irreplaceable part of who they are. Every winter, Carolinafans
habitually schedule their lives around the Tar Heels during the season. Many fans say that following the team
is one of the most valuable and enduring attachmentsin their lives.

But isthis a good thing? What are the implications of so many people being so in love with Carolina
basketball? Are there better and worse ways to be afan? And why, exactly, does North Carolina basketball
have such ahold on its loyal followers?

Thad Williamson, alifelong fan who also has covered North Carolina basketball as ajournalist, probes his
own fan history and those of hundreds of others to offer a unique perspective on those questions. In Part One,
Williamson tells the story of how he grew up in Chapel Hill as adiehard Carolina basketball fan, and how
the lessons learned from following the Tar Heels so closely impacted his life, his family, and the very town
of Chapel Hill itself. For hard-core Tar Heel fans growing up during the Dean Smith era, Carolina basketball
represented not just a winning basketball team, but a powerful example of the right way to do things.

Williamson then turns to a detailed description of his five years covering the Tar Heels as a part-time
journalist and columnist. Those five years, 1995 to 2000, coincided with the end of the Dean Smith eraas
well as Bill Guthridge's tenure as head coach. Williamson provides an insight-packed ook at the many ups
and downs of those five seasons. This section also discusses the tensions involved when on-the-court
struggles coincided with the willingness of some fansto use the Internet and other outletsto voice criticisms
of players and coaches.

Part Two of the book examines more directly the pros and cons of being a Tar Heel fan and therole it plays
in fans' lives. Williamson combines a theoretical discussion of those questions with two powerful, unique
sources of evidence about Carolinafans. Thefirst isthe Fan Diaries Project carried out during the 2000-01
season. Fifteen hard-core North Carolina fans from all over the country spent the season recording their
behavior, reactions, thoughts and emotions asfansin a diary format. In doing so, these fans combined to
provide atelling and often entertaining portrait of how Carolina fans experience basketball season.

The second source of evidence isthe North Carolina Basketball Fan Survey. Over 600 fans completed a
detailed, 86-question survey about both how they view North Carolina basketball and the role following the
team playsin their lives. Williamson carefully examines this evidence to provide a thorough account of who
North Carolinafans are, what they think, and how they behave. In the process, he shows how devotion to
Carolina basketball can have both healthy and unhealthy consequences.

Throughout the text, Williamson combines his observations with those of some of the hundreds of fans who
participated in the book project, aswell as observations from coaches Dean Smith, Bill Guthridge, Matt
Doherty, and Phil Ford. An engaging narrative that asks all the hard questions, More Than a Game provides
apowerful look at the phenomenon of North Carolina basketball. Thisis abook certain to stir the hearts and
challenge the minds of Carolinafans everywhere.
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From reader reviews:
William Jewell:

The book More Than a Game: Why North Carolina Basketball Means So Much to So Many can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we |leave the great thing like a book
More Than a Game: Why North Carolina Basketball Means So Much to So Many? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book More Than a Game: Why North Carolina Basketball Means So
Much to So Many has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Tawney:

This More Than a Game: Why North Carolina Basketball Means So Much to So Many book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
usualy information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an
individual read alot of information you will get. This More Than a Game: Why North Carolina Basketball
Means So Much to So Many without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't be worry More Than a Game: Why North Carolina Basketball Means So Much to So
Many can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
haveit inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This More Than a Game: Why North Carolina Basketball
Means So Much to So Many having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Jeffrey Diaz:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This More Than a Game: Why North
Carolina Basketball Means So Much to So Many is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Eleanor Abney:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can
observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is More Than a Game: Why North Carolina Basketball Means So Much to So Many this e-book



consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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