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“Ellen Bass’s new poetry collection, Like a Beggar, pulses with sex, humor and compassion.”—The New
York Times

“Bass tries to convey everyday wonder on contemporary experiences of sex, work, aging, and war. Those
who turn to poetry to become confidants for another's stories and secrets will not be
disappointed.”—Publishers Weekly

“In her fifth book of poetry, Bass addresses everything from Saturn’s rings and Newton’s law of gravitation
to wasps and Pablo Neruda. Her words are nostalgic, vivid, and visceral. Bass arrives at the truth of human
carnality rooted in the extraordinary need and promise of the individual. Bass shows us that we are as radiant
as we are ephemeral, that in transience glistens resilient history and the remarkable fluidity of connection. By
the collection’s end—following her musings on suicide and generosity, desire and repetition—it becomes
lucidly clear that Bass is not only a poet but also a philosopher and a storyteller.”—Booklist

Ellen Bass brings a deft touch as she continues her ongoing interrogations of crucial moral issues of our
times, while simultaneously delighting in endearing human absurdities. From the start of Like a Beggar, Bass
asks her readers to relax, even though "bad things are going to happen," because the "bad" gets mined for all
manner of goodness.

From "Another Story":

After dinner, we're drinking scotch at the kitchen table.
Janet and I just watched a NOVA special
and we're explaining to her mother
the age and size of the universe—
the hundred billion stars in the hundred billion galaxies.
Dotty lives at Dominican Oaks, making her way down the long hall.
How about the sun? she asks, a little farmshit in the endlessness.
I gather up a cantaloupe, a lime, a cherry,
and start revolving this salad around the chicken carcass.
This is the best scotch I ever tasted, Dotty says,
even though we gave her the Maker's Mark
while we're drinking Glendronach...

Ellen Bass's poetry includes  Like A Beggar (Copper Canyon Press, 2014), The Human Line  (Copper
Canyon Press, 2007), which was named a Notable Book by the San Francisco Chronicle, and Mules of Love
(BOA, 2002), which won the Lambda Literary Award.  She co-edited (with Florence Howe) the
groundbreaking No More Masks! An Anthology of Poems by Women (Doubleday, 1973). Her work has
frequently been published in The New Yorker, American Poetry Review, The New Republic, The Sun  and



many other journals. She is co-author of several non-fiction books, including The Courage to Heal: A Guide
for Women Survivors of Child Sexual Abuse (HarperCollins, 1988, 2008) which has sold over a million
copies and been translated into twelve languages. She is part of the core faculty of the MFA writing program
at Pacific University.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Like a Beggar book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Like a Beggar content conveys
the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Like a Beggar is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Virginia Benoit:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Like a Beggar that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Like a Beggar become your personal starter.

Raymond Smith:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be Like a Beggar why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Tammy Jones:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Like a Beggar was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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