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Today's artworld experts accept virtually anything as "art"--from all-black paintings and facsimiles of
supermarket cartons to dead animals preserved in formaldehyde. Many art lovers reject such fabrications,
however, arguing that they are not art. This book explains why those ordinary people are right and the
presumed experts are wrong.

Museums and galleries around the world are filled with "cutting-edge" pieces of "contemporary art" that art
lovers largely detest, while painters and sculptors whose work the public would appreciate are ignored by the
cultural establishment.

How did this happen? What mistaken ideas have led to it? Who is responsible? And what can be done to
reverse the situation? Who Says That's Art? answers such questions--in commonsense terms that non-
specialists can readily understand.

Many books have attempted to bridge the gap between the public and the contemporary artworld. What
makes this book different? Other writers claim that people need to know the theories behind "advanced"
work in order to appreciate it. Who Says That's Art? debunks those theories. Moreover, it reveals the cultural
forces that collude to promote pseudo art in the contemporary artworld--from art educators and wealthy
collectors to museum administrators and the media.

Drawing on evidence ranging from cognitive science to cross-cultural studies, the book explains how and
why the traditional fine arts of painting and sculpture profoundly move us by embodying important human
values. In contrast, it demonstrates the emptiness of the "installations" and "conceptual art" that dominate the
postmodernist artworld. Further, it documents the shallowness of collectors who pay huge sums for notorious
works of contemporary "art," such as a dead shark in a tank of formaldehyde. Surprisingly, however, the
author--unlike most conservative critics--argues that the breakdown of the visual arts actually began with the
invention of "abstract art" in the early twentieth century, because it rendered art unintelligible.

In conclusion, Who Says That's Art? highlights the pleasures and rewards of genuine art, both old and new,
and suggests how to restore sanity to the contemporary artworld.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Who Says That's Art?: A Commonsense View of the Visual Arts your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Who Says That's Art?: A Commonsense View of the
Visual Arts giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

David Hoag:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Who Says That's Art?: A
Commonsense View of the Visual Arts that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Who Says That's Art?: A Commonsense
View of the Visual Arts become your personal starter.

Helen Price:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Who Says That's Art?: A Commonsense View of the Visual Arts this
reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suitable all of you.

Donna Muniz:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Who Says That's Art?: A Commonsense View of the Visual Arts. Contain your knowledge by it.



Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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