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Lady Godiva’s naked ride through Coventry as a protest against oppressive tax entered history! Did it really
take place? Historian and Godiva descendant Robert Hendry offers compelling evidence from 1000 years
ago that it did! Discover the social and religious background to this famous event and unravel the mystery of
where she was laid to rest. 120,000 words + 100 illustrations, appendices.

We all know of Lady Godiva’s naked ride to spare the people of Coventry from taxes imposed by her
husband, Leofric, Earl of Mercia. Did an Anglo-Saxon Countess who was married to one of the most
powerful men in England really strip off her clothes and do as her husband demanded? How could he make
such a bizarre demand? Was it true, or was it fantasy?

It may surprise you, but unlike the fictitious King Arthur and Robin Hood, Lady Godiva really did exist! She
was born c1004 and died in 1067, and in her day was renowned for her piety and her beauty.

Revered for centuries for placing the good of the common folk before her own modesty, the last couple of
hundred years have not been good for Godiva. She was reviled in Victorian times as shameless and as late as
1999, deranged Coventry councillors proposed to expunge her from the City’s image!

The modern controversy is not about her respectability, but whether the ride ever happened. Robert Hendry,
the author of 26 historical titles, and descended from the legendary countess, uses research tools he has
successfully employed on many occasions in a searching account of Godiva that explores many avenues that
have been neglected by previous writers.

We examine the earliest accounts of the naked ride, as the author applies psychological profiling to Godiva
and Leofric. If the legend is true, it survived in verbal form for the first 150 years. The author analyses how
verbal tradition operated, and its potential accuracy.

He illustrates his point with a fantastic legend handed down in his family for over 300 years that “one of
your ancestors wore armour”, a line that sounds like it escaped from a Walt Disney film rather than history!
Sitting in a museum on a dull day in 2008, he turned up the 1683 will of a Civil War Era Major-general who
bequeathed his bow and quiver, his arms and armor to his eldest son! The was the contemporary
documentary evidence that the story was true!

We examine not one but two early Godiva legends, the possibility of distortion or manipulation of the story
and Godiva’s remarkable legacy. Her celebrated ride was one minor episode in the life of a pious and
compassionate woman. With her husband Leofric, her brother Thorold and her sister Wulviva, she poured
her fortune into church building, yet her antecedents are obscure. After a painstaking search of property
records to establish patterns, Robert suggests that Godiva was descended from another legendary Anglo-
Saxon woman.

Of interest to genealogists and those with a love of family history will be an appendix tracing some of the
Godiva lines into modern times. Tens of thousands, perhaps millions of people, if they did but know it, are
descended from this remarkable woman whose granddaughter Edith was successively Queen of North Wales
and then the last Anglo-Saxon Queen of England.



Although the Anglo-Saxon ‘sun’ set with the Conquest in 1066 and Godiva died not long after, her
granddaughter’s descendants married into the new Norman elite, and every reigning British monarch from
1413 has been descended from Godiva, Countess of Mercia.

We visit Godiva’s resting place in the church she founded a thousand years ago in Evesham, but which was
dynamited in 1870. A fragment of her church survived the explosion and may well be her burial place.

Read “The Search for Godiva”, and find out what a historian and descendant of Godiva suggests happened a
thousand years ago.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Tyson:

The book The Search for Lady Godiva gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Search for Lady Godiva to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
book The Search for Lady Godiva. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joseph Griego:

Typically the book The Search for Lady Godiva will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book
very appropriate to you. The book The Search for Lady Godiva is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Nathan Strong:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Search for Lady Godiva reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Search for Lady Godiva as good book not
simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book
by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Joyce Williams:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Search for Lady Godiva provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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