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In this book, Dr. Andras Sobester reviews the science behind high altitude flight. He takes the reader on a
journey that begins with the complex physiological questions involved in taking humans into the "death
zone." How does the body react to falling ambient pressure? Why is hypoxia (oxygen deficiency associated
with low air pressure) so dangerous and why is it so difficult to 'design out' of aircraft, why does it still cause
fatalities in the 21st century? What cabin pressures are air passengers and military pilots exposed to and why
is the choice of an appropriate range of values such a difficult problem? How do high altitude life support
systems work and what happens if they fail? What happens if cabin pressure is lost suddenly or, even worse,
slowly and unnoticed?

The second part of the book tackles the aeronautical problems of flying in the upper atmosphere. What loads
does stratospheric flight place on pressurized cabins at high altitude and why are these difficult to predict?
What determines the maximum altitude an aircraft can climb to? What is the 'coffin corner' and how can it be
avoided? The history of aviation has seen a handful of airplanes reach altitudes in excess of 70,000 feet -
what are the extreme engineering challenges of climbing into the upper stratosphere? Flying high makes very
high speeds possible -- what are the practical limits?

The key advantage of stratospheric flight is that the aircraft will be 'above the weather' - but is this always the
case? Part three of the book investigates the extreme atmospheric conditions that may be encountered in the
upper atmosphere. How high can a storm cell reach and what is it like to fly into one? How frequent is high
altitude 'clear air' turbulence, what causes it and what are its effects on aircraft? The stratosphere can be
extremely cold - how cold does it have to be before flight becomes unsafe? What happens when an aircraft
encounters volcanic ash at high altitude? Very high winds can be encountered at the lower boundary of the
stratosphere - what effect do they have on aviation?

Finally, part four looks at the extreme limits of stratospheric flight. How high will a winged aircraft will ever
be able to fly? What are the ultimate altitude limits of ballooning? What is the greatest altitude that you could
still bail out from? And finally, what are the challenges of exploring the stratospheres of other planets and
moons?

The author discusses these and many other questions, the known knowns, the known unkonwns and the
potential unknown unknowns of stratospheric flight through a series of notable moments of the recent history
of mankind's forays into the upper atmospheres, each of these incidents, accidents or great triumphs
illustrating a key aspect of what makes stratospheric flight aviation at the limit.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Stratospheric Flight: Aeronautics at the Limit (Springer Praxis Books), it is possible to
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a reserve.

Eric Reynolds:

The e-book untitled Stratospheric Flight: Aeronautics at the Limit (Springer Praxis Books) is the publication
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Stratospheric Flight: Aeronautics at
the Limit (Springer Praxis Books) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Debbie Allen:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
is Stratospheric Flight: Aeronautics at the Limit (Springer Praxis Books) this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Virginia Higgins:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Stratospheric Flight: Aeronautics at the Limit
(Springer Praxis Books) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have
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