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The nineteenth-century photographer William Henry Jackson once complained of the skepticism with which
early descriptions of Yellowstone were met: the place was too wondrous to be believed. The public
demanded proof, and a host of artists and writers obliged. These early explorers possessed a vigorous
devotion to the young nation’s wilderness?the naturalist John Muir famously toured the land from Wisconsin
to Florida on foot?and through their work established aesthetic categories that exist to this day. In Lines on
the Land, Scott Herring contends that these writers and artists were canon makers, recognizing the national
parks as naturally occurring works of art and conferring upon them a cultural prestige: the parks were the
splendid focal points of the American landscape.

These early, canonizing works are homages to a vast, untouched wilderness. This praise would gradually
give way, however, to a distinctly American anger?what Herring calls "outraged idealism." Later generations
were faced with a changing culture that had imperfectly absorbed, and even misrepresented, the national-
park aesthetic. The postwar park was overrun by cars and tourists who could not possibly match the
pioneering naturalists’ profound commitment to and appreciation for their surroundings. The collective tone
of the parks’ chroniclers, as a result, evolved from celebration of awesome beauty to indignation over the
perceived corruption of the parks, both as an ideal and as actual physical settings.

Herring traces this shift through the work of a wide spectrum of creative minds, from early figures such as
Muir and Thomas Moran to later observers of the parks such as Ansel Adams, Sylvia Plath, Edward Abbey,
and Rick Bass. The text is punctuated by autobiographical "interchapters," in which Herring relates the
book’s chief themes to his own experiences in Yellowstone National Park.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and the National Parks
(Under the Sign of Nature). Try to make the book Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and the National Parks
(Under the Sign of Nature) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

George Sanders:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and the National Parks
(Under the Sign of Nature). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a new book Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and the National Parks (Under the Sign
of Nature). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Pamela Watkins:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and
the National Parks (Under the Sign of Nature) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Deanna Marcantel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and
the National Parks (Under the Sign of Nature).
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