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Blessed John of Ruysbroeck: The Adornment of the Spiritual Marriage, The Sparkling Stone, & The
Book of Supreme Truth Blessed John of Ruysbroeck
Surnamed the Admirable Doctor, and the Divine Doctor, undoubtedly the foremost of the Flemish mystics,
b. at Ruysbroeck, near Brussels, 1293; d. at Groenendael, 2 Dec., 1381. He was blessed with a devout
mother, who trained him from infancy in the ways of piety and holiness. Of his father we know nothing;
John's only family name, van Ruysbroeck, is taken from his native hamlet. At the age of eleven he forsook
his mother, departing without leave or warning, to place himself under the guidance and tuition of his uncle,
John Hinckaert, a saintly priest and a canon of St. Gudule's, Brussels, who with a fellow-canon of like mind,
Francis van Coudenberg, was following a manner of life modelled on the simplicity and fervour of Apostolic
days. This uncle provided for Ruysbroeck's education with a view to the priesthood. In due course, Blessed
John was presented with a prebend in St. Gudule's, and ordained in 1317. His mother had followed him to
Brussels, entered a Béguinage there, and made a happy end shortly before his ordination. For twenty-six
years Ruysbroeck continued to lead, together with his uncle Hinckaert and van Coudenberg, a life of extreme
austerity and retirement. This period, from his religious profession (1349) to his death (1381), was the most
active and fruitful of Ruysbroeck's career. To his own community his life and words were a constant source
of inspiration and encouragement. His fame as a man of God, as a sublime contemplative and a skilled
director of souls, spread beyond the bounds of Flanders and Brabant to Holland, Germany, and France. All
sorts and conditions of men sought his aid and counsel. His writings were eagerly caught up and rapidly
multiplied, especially in the cloisters of the Netherlands and Germany; early in the fifteenth century they are
to be found also in England. Among the more famous visitors to Groenendael mention is made of Tauler, but
though the German preacher certainly knew and appreciated his writings, it is not established that he ever
actually saw Ruysbroeck. Gerard Groote in particular venerated him as a father and loved him as a friend.
And through Groote, Ruysbroeck's influence helped to mould the spirit of the Windesheim School, which in
the next generation found its most famous exponent in Thomas à Kempis. Just now strenuous efforts are
being made to discover authentic Flemish manuscripts of Blessed John Ruysbroeck's works; but up to the
present the standard edition is the Latin version of Surius, all imperfect and probably incomplete as this is.
Of the various treatises here preserved, the best-known and the most characteristic is that entitled "The
Spiritual Espousals". It is divided into three books, treating respectively of the active, the interior, and the
contemplative life; and each book is subdivided into four parts working out the text; Ecce Sponsus venit,
exite obviam ei, as follows: (1) Ecce, the work of the vision, man must turn his eyes to God; (2) Sponsus
venit, the divers comings of the Bridegroom; (3) exite, the soul going forth along the paths of virtue; and
finally (4) the embrace of the soul and the heavenly Spouse.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Rose:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Blessed John of Ruysbroeck: The Adornment
of the Spiritual Marriage, The Sparkling Stone, & The Book of Supreme Truth is kind of book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Malcolm Khan:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Blessed John of Ruysbroeck: The Adornment of the Spiritual Marriage, The Sparkling Stone, & The Book of
Supreme Truth your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-
book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Blessed
John of Ruysbroeck: The Adornment of the Spiritual Marriage, The Sparkling Stone, & The Book of
Supreme Truth giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Melinda Miller:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Blessed John of Ruysbroeck: The Adornment of the Spiritual Marriage, The
Sparkling Stone, & The Book of Supreme Truth can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who
have those short free time problems.

Christina Bales:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Blessed John of Ruysbroeck: The Adornment of the Spiritual Marriage, The Sparkling Stone, & The
Book of Supreme Truth we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person
must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change



your life by this book Blessed John of Ruysbroeck: The Adornment of the Spiritual Marriage, The Sparkling
Stone, & The Book of Supreme Truth. You can more desirable than now.
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