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Love it or hate it, celebrity is one of the dominant features of modern life--and one of the least understood.
Fred Inglis sets out to correct this problem in this entertaining and enlightening social history of modern
celebrity, from eighteenth-century London to today's Hollywood. Vividly written and brimming with
fascinating stories of figures whose lives mark important moments in the history of celebrity, this book
explains how fame has changed over the past two-and-a-half centuries.

Starting with the first modern celebrities in mid-eighteenth-century London, including Samuel Johnson and
the Prince Regent, the book traces the changing nature of celebrity and celebrities through the age of the
Romantic hero, the European fin de siècle, and the Gilded Age in New York and Chicago. In the twentieth
century, the book covers the Jazz Age, the rise of political celebrities such as Mussolini, Hitler, and Stalin,
and the democratization of celebrity in the postwar decades, as actors, rock stars, and sports heroes became
the leading celebrities.

Arguing that celebrity is a mirror reflecting some of the worst as well as some of the best aspects of modern
history itself, Inglis considers how the lives of the rich and famous provide not only entertainment but also
social cohesion and, like morality plays, examples of what--and what not--to do.

This book will interest anyone who is curious about the history that lies behind one of the great
preoccupations of our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Scott:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually A Short History of Celebrity.

Jimmy Stone:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Short History of Celebrity, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Violet Iverson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping A Short History of Celebrity that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't
be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick
A Short History of Celebrity become your starter.

Ina French:

Beside this A Short History of Celebrity in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A Short
History of Celebrity because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!
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