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What is English? Can we be as certain as we usually are when we say something is not English? To find
some answers Tim Machan explores the language's present and past, and looks ahead to its futures among
the one and a half billion people who speak it. His search is fascinating and important, for definitions of
English have influenced education and law in many countries and helped shape the identities of those who
live in them.

Finding an account that fits the constantly changing varieties of English is, Tim Machan finds, anything but
simple. But he rises to the challenge, grappling with its elusive essence through episodes in its history. He
looks at the ambitions of Caxton, the preoccupations of Johnson, and the eloquence of Churchill, tussles with
the jargons of contemporary business, and pursues his object from rural America to James Cook's Australia.
He examines creoles, pidgins, and dialects, and takes apart competing histories showing their assumptions
and prejudices. Finally he reveals the stable category English, resting paradoxically within its constantly
mutating forms and varieties.

This is a book for everyone interested in English and the role of language in society and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Hall:

The book What is English?: And Why Should We Care? can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book What is English?: And Why
Should We Care?? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book What is
English?: And Why Should We Care? has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Debra Treat:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this What is English?: And Why Should We
Care? to read.

Ryan Harrison:

Here thing why this What is English?: And Why Should We Care? are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
What is English?: And Why Should We Care? giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with What is English?: And Why Should We
Care?. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of What is English?: And Why Should We Care? in e-book can be your substitute.

Melissa Cox:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be What is English?: And Why Should We Care? why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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