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The Drama in Shakespeare's Sonnets: "A Satire to Decay" is a work of detective scholarship. Unable to
believe that England's great dramatist would publish a sequence of sonnets without a plot, Mark Jay Mirsky,
novelist, playwright, and professor of English, proposes a solution to a riddle that has frustrated scholars and
poets alike. Arguing that the Sonnets are not just a "higgledy piggledy" collection of poems but were put in
order by Shakespeare himself, and drawing on the insights of several of the Sonnets' foremost contemporary
scholars, Mirsky examines the Sonnets poem by poem to ask what is the story of the whole.

Mirsky takes Shakespeare at his own word in Sonnet 100, where the poet, tongue in cheek, advises his lover
to regard "time's spoils"–in this case, "any wrinkle graven" in his cheek–as but "a satire to decay." The
comfort is obviously double-edged, but it can also be read as a mirror of Shakespeare's "satire" on himself, as
if to praise his own wrinkles, and reflects the poet's intention in assembling the Sonnets to satirize the
playwright's own "decay" as a man and a lover.

In a parody of sonnet sequences written by his fellow poets Spenser and Daniel, Shakespeare's mordant wit
conceals a bitter laugh at his own romantic life. The Drama in Shakespeare's Sonnets demonstrates the
playwright's wish to capture the drama of the sexual betrayal as he experienced it in a triangle of friendship
and eroticism with a man and a woman. It is a plot, however, that the playwright does not want to advertise
too widely and conceals in the 1609 Quarto from all but a very few. Despite Shakespeare's moments of
despair at his male friend's betrayal and the poet's cursing at the sexual promiscuity of the so-called Dark
Lady, The Drama in Shakespeare's Sonnets sees the whole as a "satire" by Shakespeare and, particularly
when read with the poem that accompanied it in the 1609 printing, "A Lover's Complaint," as a laughing
meditation on the irrepressible joy of sexual life
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Drama in Shakespeare's
Sonnets: 'A Satire to Decay' will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book
with you?

Shaun Richards:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Drama in Shakespeare's Sonnets:
'A Satire to Decay' is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Wilma Tovar:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Drama in Shakespeare's Sonnets: 'A Satire to Decay'
was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Drama in Shakespeare's
Sonnets: 'A Satire to Decay' has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading that will.

Irene Hoyt:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Drama in Shakespeare's Sonnets: 'A Satire to Decay' can make you feel more interested to read.
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